
OF THE YUKON



THE ARCTIC OWL
THE ARCTIC OWL OFTEN ATTACKS

THE LARGE ARCTIC HARE WHICH IS OFTEN
TWICE HIS WEIGHT THIS AMAZING BIRD IS

SO ADAPTABLE THAT HE CAN KILL FISH AS
THEY SWIM IN LAKES AND STREAMS, SOME-
THING THAT IS USUALLY DONE ONLY BY
SPECIALIZED FISH HUNTERS SUCH AS THE
KINGFISHER AND THE OSPREY . HE IS WELL-
EQUIPPED FOR HIS COLD ENVIRONMENT.
EVEN HIS TALONS ARE COVERED WITH
HAIR- LIKE FEATHERS. HIS BEAK LOOKS
SMALL AND INSIGNIFICANT BECAUSE
THE FEATHERS OF HIS HEAD ALMOST
COVER IT. BUT WHEN THE "ERMINE OWL-
IS HUNTING, THE TALONS ARE EXTENDED
AND THE BEAK IS PUT TO GOOD USE.
HIS KILLS ARE MADE BY DIVING AT THE
PREY AND STRIKING HARD WITH
HIS CLAWS.

ORDINARY OWLS, SUCH AS
THE BARRED OWL OR THE GREAT HORNED
OWL, ARE BLIND DURING DAYLIGHT.BUT
THE ARCTIC OWL SEES PERFECTLY. THIS
IS ONLY NATURAL BECAUSE OF THE
PERIODS OF UNENDING DAYLIGHT WHICH
OCCUR IN THE ARCTIC—THE LAND OF THE
MIDNIGHT SUN—DURING WHICH ORDINARY
OWLS WOULD BE ENTIRELY HELPLESS
FOR MANY DAYS, FOR SOME STRANGE
REASON, CROWS LOVE TO TORMENT OWLS
AND WILLDO SO EVERY TIME THEY
CATCH ONE OUT DURING DAYLIGHT. BUT
WHEN THEY ATTACK AN ARCTIC OWL
DURING HIS OCCASIONALWINTER VISITS
TO A MORE TEMPERATE CLIMATE WHERE
CROWS ABOUND, THEY ARE IN FOR QUITE
A SURPRISE. THE GREAT HUNTER
WAITS CALMLY UNTIL A CROW IS

CLOSE ENOUGH, THEN HE FLASHES
OFF HIS PERCH AND IS SOON
DINING ON ONE OF HIS WOULD-BE
TORMENTORS.
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PRESTON
IN

THE TRAIL

ALL I STRUCK IN THE TUNNEL, THAT WAS WORTH ANY-
THING,WAS A SPSINO OF GOOD WATER ' NOW I'M USING
IT TO WASH OUT THE PAY 01 RT I DIG OUT OF AN OLD
STREAM BED, CLOSE BY* GOT SO MUCH NOW, I DON'T

THEN I'M GLAD I HAPPENED
ALONG JUST NOW 'THERE ARE
TOO MANY THIEVES ON THE
TRAIL THESE DAYS FOR A MAN TO
TRAVEL SAFELY ALONE,WITH
EVEN ONE POKE OF OUST?

TRAIL TOGETHER'



YEAH. IT OOES.AT THAT, SON!
BUT AT THE WORST, WE CAN
MAKE NORTH END' THErVE
SOT A HOTEL THERE, WHERE





—-WITH TimOlt«l» TURNS BACK INTO THt STREET
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KNOWING THAT KING"S IDENTIFICATION IS SURER
THAN THE BEFUDDLED CLERK'S, PRESTON

MMMFFFF' ^V\ FRESHEST SCENT ON THIS
4NIIFF' ^ft Sflte^ FLOOR 'J

Y^£^$=/M g"T5:VaM- :::

SPlHfrJ-r-^S^HZ-jRi^^F-1
-

^^*^^^^™Mh
fc^ ~^^*:£S^PL-Ja^~*- "-*^•^^^33^^







KELLCHED' I'M LOCKING FOR A \ I'M 50RRY.SERGEANT-

COUPLE OF BLACK-BEARDED \0NLY STRANBtRS WERE
FELLOWS WHO ASSAULTED AND ITWO CUAN-9HAVCD
ROBBED AN OLO MINER IN NORTH | CHAPS- DOWN AT
END* THAT WAS YESTEROAY'

SOI NOTICED? BUT THEY
OONTFITTHEOeBCm^-
TION—MI.KIWOfWMAT
HAVE YOU 80T ON TOUR

MIND'







THE JAM MAY CO OUT AT ANY MOMENT, KING

BUT INDIAN KIDS ACROSS THE DIVER ARE

DYING FOR THE LACK OF THIS

MEDICINEtTHCVCAN'TWAIT

ft NEVER SET ACROSS IN TIME THE SERUM l^^
OULD 6E LOST WITH ME • 6UT YOU HAVE A "*•<

CHANCE. KING IF IT HOLDS A FEW SECONDS
. .^ i

LONGER' AGOODCHANCE..
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FLASH, THE SERGEANT HAKES HIS DECISION

WITH THOSE STRICKEN CHILDREN IN MINO * KC
KNOWS KING'S COURAGE
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BUT ON
REACMIMO THE
RIVIR, KIM
FINOS THE RIVER
IMP*SSA1LE
WITH BROKEN ICE

THAT WOULD
MAKE CROS SIN!

MHCIOALf AND
THERE l| NO
MSPON If TO
Mil IARKIHC
PRtlTON HAt
•ONC IAOK'

WITH THE WISDOM OF AN EXPERIENCED LEAO 000,
KINO KNOWS THAT IT MIGHT IE OATS BEFORE HE
CAN CROSS AND TAKE UP PRESTON'S TRAIL... SO
HE HEAOI DOWNRIVER,TOWARD PELLY CROSSING,
ONE OF PRESTON'S USUAL ST0P6.

ON THE SECOND DAY OF TRAVEL, KINO SURPRISES A

BLACK BEAR, FISHING. AND STUDIES HIM .FROM A
LITTLE DISTANCE .

URGED BYHUNSCR.HE DECIDES TO TRY HIS

BELOW THE SURFACE HE SEES A SWIFT. SHADO'
MOVEMENT
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TASTING BETTER THAN THE FROZEN PISH WHICH IS

STANDARD RATION FOR A HUSKY, KING'S CATCH
SWIFTLY DISAPPEARS.
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ON THE STRENGTH OF THAT MEAL .HE FINALLY

REACHES THE JUNCTION OF THE YUKON ANO FELLY
RIVERS-- A FEW MILES ABOVE FELLY CROSSING...

HERE. WITH THE WATER ALMOST FREE OF ICE,

HE CAN BRAVE THE CURRENTS, r HC

NONE BUT A DOS OF GREAT HEART ANO STRENGTH
COULD BREAST THAT ICY, TURBULE NT WATER.. .

BUT EVEN KING'S STRONG SWIMMING MAKES
LITTLE HEADWAY; LITTLE BY LITTLE

HE SLOWS, STILL FAR FROM THE
OTHER SHORE.





SEMSrM THEOUTLAWS' UUROCNOUS INTEKT.KIHS

LUPJ— BEFORE * RIFLE CAM BE WELL-AIMED





MIT PETE I HELMS HMtOLY NEEOECir THROUOHLY

•CATEN, •»0«K If CONTENT TO LIE STILL.





wrTHIN RIFLE SHOT OF THE LEOGE.PRESTON HALTS
HIS TEAM! BUT NOW NO SMOKE RISES FROM THE
OUTLAWS' FIRE... NO MOVEMENT

AYS THEIR PRESENCE.

RIFLE SHOT. STUNNED

v
ME; STILL DIZZY.. .OOT

s hunt coven...



... AND CONES TO REST * GAINST A ROCK ' AND, AS
MORE SNOW SLIDES DOWN TO BURY him, THE WOUNDED
MOUNTIE YIELDS TO BLACK UNCONSCIOUSNESS.

UNDER FIRE, THE AMAZINGLY INTELLIGENT YUKON
KING TAKES CHARGE! HIS COMMANDING BARK
PUTS THE COS TEAM IN MOTION'

AT A FAST RUN, KINO LEADS HIS TEANMATES OUT
OF RIFLE RANOE ... t-



...TO PEER CAUTIOUSLY FROM
KIDIN9 AT THE PLACE FROM WHICH

THE RIFLESHOTS CAME' WHAT
ME SEES BRINGS A LOW GROWL
FROM HIS THROAT'

NOT LIKELYr HE WAS
CAREFUL.GILLf AS DIZZY AS A BUG
THENOUNTIE J WHEN HE WENT

MAT BE s\ OVER THE OROP,
PLAYING 1 / HERET I'LL PUT
POSSUM...J 1 ANOTHER SLUG IN

HIM, TO MAKE .
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U AND TAKE IT EASY, NOW THERE'S

NOW—THAT WECAN REACH BY

K TONIGHT. WE'LL HOLE
JP THERE TILL THE MO
WEATHER'S PAST! X





MIKE! GET TOUR RIHE AND SNDWSHOES AND HAVE
FLORA PACK SOME GRUB- - WHILE 1 HARNESS UP
MY D06 TEAM. SOMETHING HAS HAPPENED TO SERGEANT
PRESTON- — AND I'M AFRAID IT'S SOMETHING
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DUT MEANWHILE THE INJURED SERACANT MAI BEEN
FOUND— BY CREATURES MORE DAN«CROU> THAN
WOLVES? FTRAL CROSSBREEDS. LEAN WITH FAMINE'

HYBRID WOLF-DOGS • SOMEKI

THEY SMELLED THE BLOOO OF J ( OWW-OWW-
MY WOUND! AND THEY'RE t—^ ) OWWWW0O0OO'
PROBABLY STARVING

,

M NSIM THAT THE HAN AT T ME

BOTTOM OF THE RAVINCl« ALONE
AND CORNERED. THEY HESITATE
NO LONSER UREA DANK, FURRY
WAVI.TMY FOUR OVER TCE RIM



NOW— IT'S JAMMED! THE HAMMER MUST HAVE
]

STRUCK A ROCK WHEN 1 FELL- ANO BENT
SOMETHING, JUST ENOUGH

TENSELY THE SERSEANT WORKS ATHL9 PISTOL'S

M EC MAN IS M--- BUT IN VAIN f HOW L0N6 THE HYBRID
WOLF-DOGS WILL HOLD OFF NOW IS THE QUESTION.

.

JUST AS THE PACK LEADER LEAPS FOB PHESTtM'S
t»?OATf DESPERATELY, PRESTON RAISES HIS LEFT
Rtf IN FRONT OF THE BRUTE 3 JAW S, I LOC K INS



ONLY TO MEET THE HURTLING WEIGHT OF THE GREAT



AND 1 HAVE THE MONEY THEY S TOLE FROM THE \

SELKIRK BANK ' SO t THINK WE CAN CONSIDER THIS J

EH, KING? J? >\ A
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