The walue
is one answer, education another. And Father

Patrick Peyton can prove that there’s a third

Charles Bover and Ethel Barevmore are two of the busy

radiae? Entertainment

stars who make time to cooperate with Father Peyton,
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memory, 4 dream, and a faith.

And through the radio program these
inspired, he has proved that miracles—even in
thi= materialistic age of ours—can happen in
men's hearts. They are miracles wrought by
family prayer, the cause to which The Family
Theater, presenting first-rate drama with star-
stuclded casts, is dedicated.

The program has received thousands of let-
ters attesting that the memory, the dream, the
faith are bearing fruit. The Family Theater,
combining prime entertainment with spiritual
values and omitting preachments, is helping to
restore prayer ag a vital force in listemers'
homes and lives.

Father Patrick Peyton, C. 8. C., remembered
his old home in Ireland, where family prayer
was “as normal as suppertime” and shed its
heneficent glow on his growing=up.

He dreamed of reaching millions with the
message of the power of prayer—praver which

A YOUNG Irish-born priest cherished a

is not merely a Sunday thing for inside churches
but also an everv-day habit inside the heart and
home, as much a part of daily life as eating,
sleeping, working,

He believed, with a sublime faith strength-
ened by his own experience, that such prayer
could lighten human burdens, uplift men’s
hearts, save tottering homes, forestall adult as
well az juvenile delingquency,

And sn, through his efforts, was born The
Family Theater, heard owver Mutual on Thurs-
days at 10 P, M, (EDT).

This, then, is the inspiring story of Father Pat
and his® phenomenally successful program
which, unsponsored and non-commercial, com-
mands the services of Hollywood's greatest stars
to sell a spiritual commeodity, the power of
prayer.

As virtually anyone who's tried can tell you,
it iz esgential to know the ropes if you would
make your place in radio. The beginner's path
15 strewn with. thorns, nails, ground glass and
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Lorena Y I W3 of Father
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carloads of hard commercial facts, and heartless
hucksters lie in ambush at every turm

You wish, for instance, to persuade Bing
Crosby to take the air for vou. You've half lost
already. Bing's a busy fellow. He has movies
to. think about, and his ewn radio show, and
benefits, and his ranch, and his family. “Oh,
vou couldnt possibly get Bing" you'll be as-
sured.

Pather Pat in his zeal didn’t think about all
this. He is a huge broth of a man, six feet four,
207 pounds, now aged forly years, sandy-haired,
pink-faced, and by some accounts naive.

To begin near the heginning, one day in 1945
Bing Croshy took a telephone call from New
York:

“Bing,” said the voire, "'m a Catholic priest
from Albany and T wanl you lo do something for
Our Lady.”

“Certainly, Father,” said Bing

And on Mother's Dav that wvear, at 7 A M.
Bing Crosby weni (Continned on page 86)




“The Family That Prays Together”
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alone to a broadcasting room at Holly-
wood's KHJ to Eaﬂiﬂipate in Father
Pat's first network Rosary program, On
the same half hour, speaking from the
East, appeared Francis Cardinal Ell-
man of New York, and MMr. and
Thomas F. Sullivan of Iowa, parents nt
the five Sullivan brothers who went
down with the eruizser Junean,

And Father Pat, who had engineered
fres network time omn his promise to
produce a ma jor star, found it & thrill-
g thi undertook to investigate
the poss bﬂitke-s further.

He learned, early in the guest, that
free gir time dedicated to praver was
virtually unthinkable. But if he could
procure free stars—who knows? Armed
with permission from  his superiors,
Father Pevion boarded a train and
headed west. In Los Angeles he asked
to be directed ta the church nearest the
Union Station, and =o reported to Msgr.
John J. Cawley at Bt Vibiana's,

THE Maonzignor was sympathetic. He
arranged for Father Pat to speak at
the Church of the Good Shepherd in

Beverly Hills, where many Hollywood
stars wn-rsih.ip. Shortly Father Pat was
talking persomally to Loretta Foung,
and had her promise io cooperate. Ja-
seph Cuﬁ&en. CMBH.I‘EEH.E Q’HE.{E.. R;.llg:
Hussey, Hing Crosby, Barry Fitzger
Pat O°Brien, Maureen O'Sullivan, Don
Ameche, Gr-curg{-. Murphy, Rosalind
Russell, Ethel Barrymore, Irens Dunne,
—the  stars ‘no sooner met the padre
and heard his “little story” than they
agreed to take park

Within six weeks he had thirty-one
stellar names, and he had even remem=
bered—a detail he overlooked at first!
—to get thelr written signatures to con-

ACE.

The idea by now had grown. Instead
of a strictly Catholic Rozary hour, the
progeam now wolld appeal to penﬁle of
all faiths, to Protestants and Jews and
Catholics alike, with its emphasis on
the. power of prayer. Esperially in
these troubled tlimes, with mnations
guarreling and homes breaking and the
souls of men assailed by the complexi-
ties and strains of modern life, espe-
cially now could thiz power exert itz
saving force.

REagio advertizsing men—Tom Lewis,
Robert Longenecker, Al Scalpone—
pitched in along with the stars. On
February 13, 1847, the first Farnily
Theater, starring Loretts Young, James
Stewart and Don Ameche, went on the
air. Since then about 150 different
stars have appeared, in simple uplift-
ing dramas all bringing home the mes-
sage: "The fumi[y that proys together
staws together.”

But real bl:gmnm% of Family
Theater poes back er of vears
to the little fown of Careacastle, in
County Mavo, Ireland., where a small
boy named Patrick Peyion prew up,

| fifth in a family of eleven chilidren.

“From the time T attiined the age of
reason,” Father Pat recalls todaw, T
had a beautiful picture of my maother
and my father on their knees together,
saying the Rosary. For nineteen years
of my growing up those daily ten min-
utes of adoration, all of us taking part,
were as normal as suppertime.  We
were a poor family, but spiritually my
father's house was the home of a mil-
lipnaire. We children grew up know-
ing that there might be a sand

little annoyances on a home' Em
and  yel—where e E

Pl‘g - rich unity at Iiut:nm 3
g could assnﬂl.t"': i
and his older brother Tom werﬁ

_amang the children wha

Scranton, Pa., in 1928, trying to find
work in the ma] nﬂnu.u}uni ]nlgﬁqma

't,]:s.c_l

same ambition, Thie fwo
nineteen and Tom, f:wentw-mt
scholarships to Il.lfa
South Bend, Ind. EE
together, served the
gether, and after four
Dame college were gr
in 1937. They became Amencnn citi-
zens, and were sent to Washington for
furﬂ_ ts!:udrnd of their long

ear the « eir prepara-
tion for the priesthood, robust, healthy
Pat fell victim: to tube:tmlﬂsm anE Ius
hopes were dashed, “had a
however—and a fmﬂly—equal Tfﬂ the
goourge.

*I believe in Our Lady as a hul:n'a.'n
Eﬁfmh he testifies now. “T believe in

as somebody’s daughter, Who has
not forgotten w t it iz to be homan

o has never forgotten me when f
needecl Her. T prayed, and—"

Hiz mother, back in Ireland, prayed
likewise uﬁermg her life. His sister
Mellie, in Scranton, offered & vow of
perpetual ﬂlgmlt}!, and her life, if Pat
and Tom might be ordained ther,
‘The mother iz dead now. Nellie is
dead. Pat, fully recovered, and Tom
were url:ldmed at Notre Dame on the
same day in June, 1941, :

]N GRATITUDE to Cur Lady, in grati=
tude for “heautiful memories of fam-
prayer,” Father Pat conceived the
|:| an of a Rosary by radio. This bag“an_
modestly in his charge at Al
No Y., im 1943, when thirteen gxr'.lg
their beada over a local station’s air.
Father Pat droamed of gresier iribu&e
to the WVirgin, of a wider audience for
the message of prayer. Thiz .ﬁ.re&m
foumd fruLtmnElm till::l:.e ]gnth%s Day
rogram by ng roshby, ard.:m;r.l
E ?Jman ard the Sullivans. Father
Pa.t drearned bigger, and worked on..
From these bepinnings s
Family Thesater, ﬂed:cateﬂgt?thg l:.qusb.
uE rayer and to home life, in America
wherever it is heard.
H-c-w effectively it is sewn?
pPurpose is. Eftested with each ug)r; ma.iL
Letters of commendation =
ciation have been received from “peaple_
fmunun&nl_ in mational and community
f-e, men like Henry Ford II, FBI chief
ar Hoover, Eric Johnston, and
uther eaders in industry, law enforee-
ment,  education, and publie welfare.
Church men and women, regardless of
denomination, have ‘added the:r ige,
and the response from t'he pub=
lie has been egually .gra irig.
“Tt sweetens the air,” wrole a Los
Angeles business man, and thousands
of lel;l;Ers echo a St LCII.:I.IEI listener who

wrate . if we had more such enter-
tainment . this old world of ours
would be much the better place to live

in* A Wisconzin lawyer who had
seen “the results of broken homes and
family ties” wrote plowingly, From
every state, from Canada and Hawaii
eomes  the mail—from  housewives,
farmers, factory and shop workers,






