Gunshot Presents

Sound Problem

HOLLYWOOD (AP) - One of radio and television's greatest sound bugaboos long has been the sound of gunshot.
Too often in the past a gripping climax has turned into an unscheduled laugh when a .45 caliber pistol shot sounded like the pop of a kid’s cap gun. 

Everything in the soundman's suitcase was tried to capture the real sound. Finally, CBS assigned two veteran soundmen to the job, Ray Kemper and Tom Hanley. 

Know how they licked it? They used real guns. Taking a small arsenal, they went into a canyon and spent two days recording gunshots.
Now when a script like "Johnny Dollar" requires a ricocheting .38, the sound is taken from their recordings.
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