1880 Tintype – Western Style
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Three of the principals in CBS Radio’s “Gunsmoke” dramas of the 1880’s here strike a pose of that period. William Conrad, left, stars as U.S. Marshal Matt Dillon, Parley Bear plays Chester Proudfoot and Georgia Ellis is Kitty, the dance hall hostess, on the top ranking Saturday series about law enforcement problems in early Dodge City days. 

“Gunsmoke”

As the West opened up, some men came to settle and build. Some, men came to spoil, to prey upon the efforts of the others. Between these two ' groups — the United States marshal.

CBS Radio and Producer-Director Norman MacDonnell have reconstructed the wild and woolly West in a dramatic series appropriately named “Gunsmoke” which features Marshal Matt Dillon as the “equalizer” between law and outlaw. 

Two different episodes of "Gunsmoke" are heard every Saturday on WMT Radio; mornings at 11:30 and evenings at 7:00.

The program has been enthusiastically praised by critics all over the nation, from its very start. John Crosby of the New York Herald Tribune, said: “Gunsmoke plots are characterized by realism, intelligence and honest characterization."  Time Magazine called it “...  intelligently conceived, intelligently produced,” and The New York Times dubbed it the “High Noon" of 'broadcasting. Radio listeners have evidently agreed with these feelings, too, because within a relatively short period of time, "Gunsmoke” has become one of the country's top listening favorites.

The program setting is the wide-open territory in and around Dodge City, in the West's early days. Central character is the challenging and provocative hero, Marshal Matt Dillon, played convincingly by top flight radio and movie actor, William Conrad. Conrad has been seen in such movie thrillers as "The Killers" and "Sorry; Wrong Number."
William Conrad is a native of Louisville, Kentucky, where he was born in 1920. His family moved to Los Angeles when he was seven and after grammar and high school education he became a literature and dramatics major at Fullerton Junior College in California. 

He entered the army in 1942, and was commissioned at Luke Field Arizona in 1943. On the day of his commission he was married to June Nelson of Los Angeles. 

Conrad specializes in rough-hewn portrayals — and in real life he continues this basic role by the simple expedient of a wardrobe consisting of a sack-like pair of blue linen slacks, a T-shirt, tennis sneakers and an old leather jacket. Like Bing Crosby's sport shirts, Conrad’s apparel has become his hallmark. 

It's two-gun action twice on Saturday over WMT Radio and “Gunsmoke." Don't miss either show sponsored by L & M Filter Cigarettes."
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