[image: Sylvan Levin]Sylvan Levin was born in Baltimore, Maryland in 1903. At 12 years of age, he won a piano scholarship at the Peabody Institute of Music, then he wento on to the Curtis Institute in Philadelphia where he continued studying piano and conducting. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In 1932 he was the piano soloist for the American premiere of Maurice Ravel’s Piano Concerto in G. Leopold Stokowski conducted. He worked for many years as Stokowski assistant conductor. 
In 1938, he went on to found the Philadelphia Opera Company. He acted as its “artistic director and principal conductor for the next six years. He also founded the York (Pa.) Symphony Orchestra, and introduced outdoor opera to Robin Hood Dell, the summer home of the Philadelphia Orchestra, now called the Mann Music Center” (New York Times).
In the late 1940's, Mr. Levin became the musical director of WOR radio in New York. He was associated with Brownstone Theater (Mutual, 1945), Opera Concert (Mutual, 1949-52), The Gay Nineties Revue (CBS, 1939-44), High Adventure (Mutual and NBC, 1947-54 (inclusive)), John Steele, Adventurer (1949-56), Scotland Yard’s Inspector Burke (Mutual, 1947), etc. He also conducted his own orchestra as well as the Victor radio orchestra, and had many hit records on both Victor and Mercury labels as a result. His popularity is vindicated by the number of times he appeared on the pages of Billboard Magazine in the 1940s and 50s. 
From 1954-56, he led the government-supported “European and South American tours of George Gershwin's Porgy and Bess. He also served as the music director for The Girl in Pink Tights (1954) and The Wayward Saint (1955). In 1957 he conducted the national road company performances of Lerner and Loewe's My Fair Lady” (Wikipedia). 
After retiring from conducting, he returned to the Curtis Institute to teach.
Sylvan Levin died at his home in Great Neck, Long Island at 93. 
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