Francis X(avier) Bushman  Bio


Bushman was born January 10, 1883 in Baltimore. While still in school he developed a love for the theater and by 1907 was appearing in George Fawcett's stock company. At the same time he developed a deep interest in fitness and weight lifting and worked as a sculptor's model to supplement his meager acting income. Film historical records are very sketchy from the early years of the 20th century but Bushman was making motion pictures by 1911 in Chicago for Essanay. By the middle of the teens his reputation as a motion picture hearththrob was growing quickly. He established himself as a film headliner, pulling down $60,000 a year. His popularity during this time was such that he is frequently cited as the first matinee idol. A divorce in 1918, however, cost Bushman considerable public affection and his film offers quickly dried up.


After disappearing from the public eye for several years Bushman made a comeback in the mid-20s but it was very short-lived. What was left of his fortune disappeared after the stock market crash of 1929. Despite earning over six million dollars from his film work, by 1930 Bushman was broke. While he would make small film appearances over the next several years, as well as perform in live theater and try his hand at a few businesses, radio became his bread and butter in the late 30s and 40s.


Francis Bushman's radio work was heavy with work in serials, especially in the early years. He featured in the Story of Mary Marlin, Stepmother, Margo of Castlewood, Those We Love, and Valiant Lady. Other notable series on which Bushman worked included One Man's Family, the Adventures of Nero Wolfe, Betty and Bob, Johnny Madero, Lum 'n' Abner, Red Ryder, Rin-Tin-Tin, and, of course, Lightning Jim. He also made numerous appearances on Lux Radio Theater and Cavalcade of America. 


Bushman later had some television roles before passing away in 1966 at the age of 83. 

