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© The House ©IF Tomorrow i i (MM 
every Monday morning, ana 
(Dim Tuesday. And sometimes jjtnstt tlhaG inm 

Illustrated by Orban 

I t was exac t l y t h e house H e n r y H a r r i s had 
been hop ing to find—small, new, modern , bu t not 
f r e a k y . E v e r y t h i n g abou t it de l igh ted h im f r o m 
t h e momen t h e la id eyes on i t—i t s nea t geometr i -
cal l ines, d a r k - g r e e n lawn, flat, sun-deck roof , even 
i t s name. T h e s i g n on t h e l awn r e a d : 

TOMORROW HOUSE 
Completely Furnished 

Step In 

B r i s k l y H e n r y H a r r i s t u r n e d u p t he b r i c k walk, 
w e n t u p t h r e e s t eps , a n d r a p p e d t he door knocker , 

obse rv ing as he did so t h a t f r o m t h e smal l p o r c h 
he could see ac ross t h e roof tops , d o w n i n t o th<a 
b luenes s of t h e Go lden Gate , d o t t e d w i t h t i n y 
sh ip s a n d flecked w i t h w h i t e c a p s . T h e d o o r 
opened to h is k n o c k a t once . A y o u n g m a n w i t h 
a s l i g h t l y ha ra s sed look c o n f r o n t e d h im. 

" G o o d m o r n i n g , " H e n r y H a r r i s said, w i t h t h e 
n e w a i r of dec i s iveness w h i c h had come to h i m 
s ince he h a d i n h e r i t e d t h e t e n t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s 
h i s a lmos t f o r g o t t e n U n c l e E b e n e z e r had l e f t be-
h i n d a f t e r h i s t r a n s i t i o n t o a n o t h e r and p r e s u m a -
b l y b e t t e r w o r l d . " I ' d l i ke t o look a t t h e h o u s e . 
I ' m in t h e m a r k e t f o r o n e . " 
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T h e y o u n g m a n s m i l e d ; nay , beamed . 
"Come in, s i r , " he inv i t ed . " E r — l e t m e give 

you a h a n d . " 
H e g r a s p e d H e n r y H a r r i s ' e lbow, and ju s t in 

t ime. F o r as he e x t e n d e d h is r i g h t f o o t across the 
t h r e s h o l d , a s u d d e n g i d d i n e s s s w e p t M r . Ha r r i s . 
T h e w o r l d r e e l e d ; s t r a n g e t i n g l i n g s r an t h r o u g h 
h is body . T h e n he w a s ins ide , t h e y o u n g m a n hold-
ing h i s e lbow, a n d e v e r y t h i n g w a s n o r m a l again. 

" S o r r y , " H e n r y H a r r i s said apo loge t i ca l ly . 
" M u s t have h a d a t o u c h of ve r t igo , I guess . " 

" T h e sun, m a y b e , " t he y o u n g m a n sa id hea r t i ly . 
" I t ' s ho t t o d a y . B u t no t i ce h o w cool i t is ins ide 
here . P r e f a b r i c a t e d walls , w i t h bu i l t - in insula-
t ion . B u t le t m e s h o w y o u a r o u n d . U n l e s s you 'd 
l ike to r e s t — " 

" O h , no ." H e n r y H a r r i s shook h i s head . "Fee l 
fine now." 

So t he y o u n g m a n s h o w e d h i m over t h e house, 
ta lk ing , r a p i d l y . H i s name,, he said, w a s Jones . 
H e was t he a r c h i t e c t and bu i lde r bo th . T o m o r r o w 
H o u s e was t e n y e a r s ahead of any o t h e r house in 
Amer i ca . H e ' d bu i l t i t to p rove h i s theor ies . 
N o w he w a n t e d to se41, to use t he cash to f o r m a 
c o m p a n y to m a k e p r e f a b r i c a t e d houses . I f H e n r y 
H a r r i s l iked i t , he ' d t a k e 3 s u b s t a n t i a l sum off the 
p u r c h a s e p r i ce f o r cash in h a n d a n d — 

H e n r y H a r r i s d id l ike it . E n o r m o u s l y . T h e 
cozy l iv ing room, comple t e ly , f u r n i s h e d , even to 
books on t he she lves and a radio , w i t h a t e l ephone 
ins ta l led in a n i che , n e e d i n g on ly to be swi tched 
in at t h e c e n t r a l office. T h e t i n y bed room, com-
pac t k i t c h e n , small , hal l . T h e h e a t i n g plant* air-
cond i t ione r , and t h e s t ee l -g i rde r wa l l c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
I t took h i m no t i m e at al l to m a k e u p h is mind, 
and h a v i n g d o n e so, he p r o m p t l y d r e w out his 
check book. 

W h e n he t u c k e d t h e check , r e p r e s e n t i n g a lmost 
half of U n c l e E b e n e z e r ' s legacy , in to h i s pocket , 
y o u n g Mr . J o n e s ' e x p r e s s i o n was one of re l ief . 
T h e s l i g h t l y n e r v o u s m a n n e r f e l l f r o m h im. H e 
d r e w a deep b r e a t h and shook H e n r y H a r r i s ' hand. 

" M r . H a r r i s , " he said w a r m l y , " T o m o r r o w H o u s e 
is n o w your s . I ' l l t e n d to all t h e p a p e r s and send 
t h e m over . >1 can see y o u ' r e no t a n e r v o u s man. 
B u t if y o u were , y o u could c o n g r a t u l a t e yourse l f 
on y o u r p u r c h a s e . In" -Tomorrow H o u s e y o u can 
res t as u n w o r r i e d as a babe in i ts cr ib . I t is bur -
g la r p r o o f , fire p r o o f , l i g h t n i n g , proof and ear th-
quake p roo f . P e r h a p s y o u r e m e m b e r t h e s l igh t 
e a r t h q u a k e a n d t h u n d e r s t o r m we had t h r e e n i g h t s 
a g o ? " v 

" W h y , yes , " M r . H a r r i s nodded , r e m e m b e r i n g . 
" Q u i t e e x c i t i n g , too . " 

" E x c i t i n g e n o u g h to s h i f t half a dozen houses 
in t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d off t h e i r f o u n d a t i o n s , " Mr . 
J o n e s said impre s s ive ly . " B u t n o t T o m o r r o w 
H o u s e . No , s i r ! A t t h e v e r y h e i g h t of t h e s to rm 
and 'quake , a bo l t of l i g h t n i n g h i t t he roo f . Ne igh -

bors said it w o u l d have b j a s t ed a P y r a m i d to pieces . 
B u t the me ta l f r a m e absorbed t h e bol t and the 
temblor fo rce , too. W a s n ' t a s ign of damage t he 
nex t day. N o t a s ign . " 

H e n r y H a r r i s nodded , . p leased to hea r h o w his 
house had s tood u p u n d e r p u n i s h m e n t . 

" I ' m sure I ' m g o i n g to be h a p p y he re , " he said 
complacen t ly . " I ' v e r e t i r e d f r o m bus iness , and 
I 'm j u s t go ing to read , m a y b e w r i t e a l i t t le , p u t t e r 
a round , do all t h e t h i n g s I 've never had t ime for . : 

Probab ly t r ave l some,, l a te r on." 
" W e l l , good luck , " J o n e s said hea r t i l y . " T h o s e ' 

pape r s wi l l be a long w i t h i n t w e n t y - f o u r hou r s . " 
H e s t rode to t h e door , hes i t a t ed a momen t , t h e n 

a lmost leaped ac ross t h e t h re sho ld . O n the l i t t l e 
po rch he s t a g g e r e d a m o m e n t , c a t ch ing h is balance . 
T h e n , w a v i n g back , he w e n t down the b r i c k w a l k 
and was gone . 

H e n r y H a r r i s , b e a m i n g w i t h chee r fu lnes s , 
s t epped m o r e s l o w l y o u t s i d e t o s t ro l l a r o u n d his 
p r o p e r t y and look a t h i s house f r o m all ang les— 
and d iscovered t h e n w h y M r . J o n e s had seemed 
so rel ieved a t m a k i n g t h e sale. 

For , as he s t e p p e d ou t , a s w i f t e lec t r ic t i n g l e 
shot t h r o u g h h im, and g i d d i n e s s made h i m s t agge r . 
A n d wh e n he s t e p p e d back in, ve r t igo aga in shot 
t h r o u g h h im, a lmos t c a u s i n g h im to fa l l . 

I t was imposs ib le to e n t e r or leave T o m o r r o w 
H o u s e w i t h o u t g e t t i n g a s h o c k ! 

A f t e r he had m a d e s u r e of this , H e n r y H a r r i s 
r e t i r ed to t h e nea t l i t t l e l iv ing room and sat down, 
h is midd le -aged f a c e sober . " He 'd been s t u c k ! 
He 'd b o u g h t a l e m o n ! T h e r e was some th ing w r o n g 
w i t h the house . J o n e s h a d known about it and 
he, H e n r y H a r r i s , had gone and paid ou t h i s money 
w i t h o u t m a k i n g a t h o r o u g h i n v e s t i g a t i o n ! 

F o r a t ime, M r . H a r r i s f e l t sick and desola te . 
T h e n , s lowly, h e b r i g h t e n e d . T h e house , once you 
were in it, w a s d e l i g h t f u l . J u s t wha t he 'd d reamed 
of owning d u r i n g t h o s e t h i r t y long, pover ty -
r idden yea r s as a b o o k k e e p e r f o r L o r d & J o h n s o n . 
A n d t h e n it o c c u r r e d to h im tha t p e r h a p s t he 
s t r ange shock o n l y o c c u r r e d at t he f r o n t door . 
F i l l ed w i t h qu i ck hope , he t r i ed t he rear door.. 
B u t the first t r i a l d a s h e d h is hopes. A n d when, 
in a last e x p e r i m e n t , he t r i e d c rawl ing ou t t he 
l iving-room, w i n d o w on to t he porch, and found : 
himself g r i p p e d b y t h a t same dizziness , he knew! 
t h a t wha t eve r it was , a f f e c t e d t he whole house. 

No doubt , he c o n c l u d e d p resen t ly , the l i g h t n i n g ; 
bol t t ha t M r . J o n e s had to ld h im about was, some-! 
how; respons ib le . S t r i k i n g t he house d u r i n g t h s ' 
e a r thquake of t h e p r e v i o u s week, i t had pe rhaps I 
magne t i ze t h e s tee l g i r d e r s of the wal l s in some; 
way , m a k i n g a m a g n e t i c field tha t caused you to 
become d izzy in s t e p p i n g in to or out of i t . 

A t once he f e l t b e t t e r . P e r h a p s it could be fixed 
—the steel f r a m e w o r k demagne t i zed , somehow. In, 
a n y case, i t d i d n ' t seem to be dangerous , m e r e l y 
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u n c o m f o r t a b l e . A n d it h a d enabled h i m to b u y 
t he house a t a b a r g a i n . H e wou ld inves t iga te f u r -
the r la ter . N o w he w a n t e d t o ge t h i s c lo thes f r o m 
nis old b o a r d i n g h o u s e , M r s . Tr imble ' s , and move 
in. 
, I t took h i m a n h o u r or so, t r ave l ing b y t ro l ley , 
t o get h i s f e w m o d e s t p ieces of l u g g a g e and re-
t u r n . H e took a t ax i back, s t o p p i n g off to phone 
f r o m a d r u g s t o r e to a sk t h a t t he phone be t u r n e d 
on, and to t h e n e w s p a p e r office to ask f o r an eve-
n ing pape r to be de l i ve red each day. T h e phone 
and t he pape r w e r e p romised , service to beg in to-
mor row, a n d M r . H a r r i s , wel l sat isf ied, paused 
only e n o u g h l o n g e r t o b u y a bag of g roce r i e s a t a 
de l ica tessen b e f o r e r e t u r n i n g home. 

H e had been b a c k o n l y about half an hour , and 
was e n j o y i n g t ea t h a t h e f ixed f o r h imself in t he 
compact k i t c h e n , w h e n a loud t h u m p in t h e hal l 
s t a r t l ed h im. A cheese s a n d w i c h c rammed in to 
h is mou th , M r . H a r r i s a lmos t choked in h is ag i ta -
t ion. B u t i t , w a s o n l y t h e even ing pape r he had 
o rdered de l ive red , f o l d e d u p in to a compac t square 
and d r o p p e d in t h r o u g h t he door s lot by t h e de-
l ivery boy. 

P leased a t t h e p r o m p t n e s s of t h e s e rv i ce—af t e r 
all, de l ive ry h a d n ' t been supposed to s t a r t b e f o r e 
nex t d a y — H e n r y H a r r i s w a s u n f o l d i n g t h e j o u r n a l 
t o scan t h e h e a d l i n e s w h e n t he t e l ephone in i ts 
wal l n iche r a n g . 

H a s t i l y s w a l l o w i n g t h e sandwich , h e answered 
i t . 

" M r . H a r r i s ? " a p l easan t , f e m i n i n e voice asked. 
" T h i s is t h e t e l e p h o n e c o m p a n y . W e j u s t w a n t e d 
to say t h a t y o u r p h o n e is in ope ra t i on now." 

" W h y . . . w h y , t h a t ' s f ine," Mr . H a r r i s re-
sponded. " T h a t ' s rea l service . I d i d n ' t expec t 
to be able to use it b e f o r e t o m o r r o w . " 

"Oh , no ," t h e voice l a u g h e d . " W e t r y t o keep 
our promises . T h e c o n n e c t i o n o r d e r r eads f o r 
T h u r s d a y , a n d w e ' r e r i g h t on t ime ." 

" B u t t h i s i sn ' t T h u r s d a y , " H e n r y H a r r i s pro-
tes ted . " T h i s is W e d n e s d a y . " 

"No , I 'm s o r r y , b u t i t ' s T h u r s d a y , al l r i g h t , " t he 
y o u n g lady t o l d h im. "Good-by , Mr . H a r r i s . " 

H e n r y H a r r i s h u n g up , h i s b r o w f u r r o w e d . Ab-
sen t ly he o p e n e d t h e p a p e r t h a t had j u s t been de-
l ivered. T h e n h e l eaped a l i t t le . 

T h e da te l i ne of t h e p a p e r r e a d : " T h u r s d a y , 
November 6 th ." 

H e swal lowed h a r d . B u t it had been W e d n e s -
day, the f i f t h , w h e n h e g o t ou t of bed t h a t morn -
ing. H e knew; because h e had j u s t pa id t h e pre-
vious week ' s r en t , w h i c h he a lways paid on 
W e d n e s d a y . A n d bes ides— 

H e n r y H a r r i s looked f o r the m o r n i n g pape r he 
had been j u s t t h i s m o r n i n g . So i t cou ldn ' t be 
H e spread i t o u t and s t a r e d a t it, eyes bu lg ing . 

" W e d n e s d a y , N o v e m b e r 5 th , " i t read . A n d t h a t 
had been j u s t t h a t m o r n i n g . So it cou ldn ' t be 
T h u r s d a y n o w , un l e s s— A sudden , s t a r t l i n g sus-

p ic ion flowered in H e n r y H a r r i s ' mind . I t w a s so 
s t a r t l i n g t h a t h e l eaped up , r an ou t of t h e h o u s e , 
d i s r e g a r d i n g t h e u s u a l v e r t i g o t h a t he f e l t u p o n 
g o i n g in or out , and h u r r i e d down to t h e w a l k t o 
accost a we l l -d re s sed passer -by . 

" P a r d o n m e ! " H e n r y H a r r i s pu f f ed . " B u t — c a n 
y o u t e l l m e t h e d a t e ? " 

" W e d n e s d a y , " t he o t h e r to ld him, e y i n g h i m 
cu r ious ly . " N o v e m b e r 5 th ." 

" T h a n k y o u ! " M r . H a r r i s gu lped , a n d d a s h e d 
back in to h is home . H e closed t he d o o r a n d 
s n a t c h e d u p t h e pho/ ie . T h e mos t a u t h o r i t a t i v e 
a g e n c y h e cou ld t h i n k of w a s t he W e a t h e r B u -
reau . H e ca l led t h e m , and in an u n s t e a d y v o i c e 
asked t h e da te . 

" N o v e m b e r 6 t h ! " a c r i sp voice answered h im, 
and t he p h o n e c l i cked . 

H e n r y H a r r i s h u n g up , s lowly and sober ly , s w a l -
l o w i n g h a r d . I t w a s t r u e ! H i s home w a s t w e n t y - -
f o u r h o u r s ahead of a l l t h e r e s t of t he w o r l d ! 

I t was an idea t h a t t o o k cons iderab le g e t t i n g 
used to. I n f a c t , i t t ook H e n r y H a r r i s t h e b e t -
t e r p a r t of a w e e k t o r ea l ly become a c c u s t o m e d 
to t h e t h o u g h t . E v e n a f t e r h e p roved to h i m s e l f , 
beyond a n y poss ib le doub t , t h a t i t was .so , h e t r i e d 
to a r g u e t h a t i t c o u l d n ' t be. I n t he f i rs t p l a c e — 

B u t t h e r e w a s n ' t a n y " i n t h e f i rs t p l ace . " N o 
m a t t e r f r o m w h a t a n g l e he t r i ed t o t h i n k a b o u t 
i t , i t w a s c o n f u s i n g in t h e ex t r eme . A n d H e n r y 
H a r r i s q u i c k l y a b a n d o n e d a n y e f f o r t s to t h i n k t h e 
t h i n g t h r o u g h , to r a t i o n a l i z e i t in a n y w a y . T h e 
f a c t s i m p l y r e m a i n e d t h a t in some way , a p p a r e n t l y 
t h r o u g h t h e combined impac t of s i m u l t a n e o u s 
e a r t h q u a k e and e l ec t r i ca l shock, h i s home, T o m o r -
r o w H o u s e , had l i t e r a l l y been t h r o w n f o r w a r d i n t o 
t o m o r r o w . So t h a t i t w a s t o m o r r o w ' s p a p e r t h a t 
w a s de l ive red w i t h i n i t s door , t o m o r r o w ' s p h o n e 
messages t h a t came in on t h e t e l ephone , a n d to -
m o r r o w ' s r a d i o p r o g r a m s t h a t came over t h e p a r l o r 
rad io . C o n f u s i n g a t first, b u t no t d i s t u r b i n g w h e n 
y o u became a c c u s t o m e d to i t . R a t h e r p l e a s i n g a n d 
exc i t i ng , in f a c t . 

A n d so, over a p e r i o d of severa l days , i t a l l be-
came s t r a i g h t e n e d o u t in h i s mind . O u t s i d e h i s 
h o m e he w a s in T o d a y . In s ide , he w a s in T o -
m o r r o w . B y s t e p p i n g over his t h r e s h o l d , h e 
moved f r o m one d a y in to a n o t h e r — f o r w a r d o r 
b a c k w a r d as t h e case m i g h t be. 

I t w o r r i e d h i m a t first. H e kep t e x p e c t i n g 
s o m e t h i n g to h a p p e n . J u s t w h a t , he d i d n ' t k n o w , 
b u t s o m e t h i n g . N o t h i n g did, however . H e l e f t 
h i s h o m e as he wi l l ed , a n d r e t u r n e d to i t w i t h o u t 
i n c i d e n t a n d w i t h o u t d i s c o m f o r t , save f o r t h e re -
c u r r e n t d i zz ines s w h i c h s t r u c k h i m as he w e n t in 
or ou t t h e d o o r w a y . A n d as t h e days pas sed w i t h 
no u n t o w a r d i n c i d e n t , h i s f e a r s d w i n d l e d , t o b e 
r ep laced b y a s ec r e t p r i d e in t h e u n i q u e n e s s of 
h i s house . 

B u t it w a s n o t u n t i l t h e end of t he first w e e k 
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t h a t t he g l i t t e r i n g poss ib i l i t i e s of t h e s i t u a t i o n 
d a w n e d u p o n h im. 

If H e n r y H a r r i s h a d been a r e a d e r of p o p u l a r 
fiction, h i s v e r y first m o v e w o u l d p robab ly have 
been to look a t t h e m o r r o w ' s p a p e r t h a t was 
de l ivered t o h i s h o m e each even ing , m e m o r i z e t h e 
m o v e m e n t s of t h e s t ock m a r k e t , t h e w i n n e r s of t he 
races a t B e l m o n t a n d o t h e r t r a c k s , a n d t h e n r u s h 
ou t t o b u y or sel l s t o c k s a n d m a k e be t s accord- , 
ing ly , t h e r e b y r e a p i n g a n i ce prof i t . 

B u t , H e n r y H a r r i s had been a h a r d - w o r k i n g 
bookkeepe r f o r t h i r t y yea r s , u n t i l r e leased b y Un-
cle E b e n e z e r ' s l egacy . H e had never m a d e a be t 
in his l i fe . A n d it w a s o n l y a c c i d e n t t h a t t u r n e d 
h i s t h o u g h t s in t h a t d i r e c t i o n . 

H e w a s s i t t i n g b e s i d e h i s rad io , r e a d i n g to-
m o r r o w ' s p a p e r and s e e i n g w i t h g r e a t s a t i s f a c t i o n . 
t h a t t h e B r i t i s h w e r e g o i n g to w i n a n o t h e r spec-
t acu la r nava l b a t t l e i n t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n , w h e n in 
fiddling w i t h t h e r a d i o d i a l he go t a s u d d e n hoarse 
voice t h a t c h a n t e d in h i s e a r : 

" W e b r i n g y o u t h e r e s u l t s of t h e fifth a t Bowie . 
W i n n e r , S t a r l i g h t , pos t pos i t i on 4, fifteen-forty, 
s ix -s ix ty , f o u r do l l a r s . P lace , B o o m t o w n , post 
pos i t i on 7, f o u r - f o r t y , t w o - t w e n t y . Show, Mel issa , 
pos t pos i t i on 1, t h r e e - t h i r t y . " 

T h e n mus i c l i l t i n g l y filled t h e room. B u t H e n r y 
H a r r i s w a s s i t t i n g b o l t u p r i g h t , h i s spa r se g ray 
ha i r e rec t on h i s head . T h a t w a s i t ! H e had been 
w o r r y i n g abou t t h e u n e x p e c t e d r a p i d i t y w i th 
w h i c h h i s i n h e r i t a n c e w a s d i m i n i s h i n g . • Somehow 
h e had t h o u g h t i t w o u l d las t i nde f in i t e ly—ten 
t h o u s a n d do l l a r s had seemed s u c h a l a rge sum. In -
s tead , i t Was g o i n g a t a r a t e w h i c h w o u l d see i t .all 
gone w i t h i n a y e a r o r two . 

B u t n o w t h e r e w a s no need to w o r r y . H e could 
r ep l en i sh h is f o r t u n e s , and add t o them, b y s imp ly 
b e t t i n g on races t h e r e s u l t s of w h i c h h e k n e w a 
f u l l day b e f o r e t h e y w e r e r u n ! 

P e r h a p s i t is a c o m m e n t a r y on h u m a n n a t u r e 
t ha t , ou t of a h u n d r e d m e n p laced in H e n r y 
H a r r i s ' s i t ua t i on , a f u l l one h u n d r e d w o u l d sooner 
o r la te r have t h o u g h t of e x a c t l y t h e same t h i n g . 
B u t t h a t idea d id n o t b o t h e r h i m in t h e l eas t , be-
cause it neve r o c c u r r e d to h im. I n s t e a d , he 
d r a g g e d ou t h i s w a l l e t and f u m b l e d in it f o r a 
ca rd w h i c h a f e l l o w b o a r d e r , a r acy , s p o r t i n g t y p e 
of ind iv idua l , h a d g i v e n . h i m w h e n h e l ived a t Mrs . 
T r i m b l e ' s b o a r d i n g h o u s e . T h e ca rd con ta ined a 
name, Su re - sho t Sam, and a n u m b e r . Su re - sho t 
Sam was a bookie . T h e o t h e r b o a r d e r had sug-
ges t ed , w i t h a d i g in t h e r ibs , t h a t if H e n r y H a r r i s 
ever w a n t e d t o m a k e a l i t t l e gamble , Sure - sho t 
Sam w o u l d g ive h i m ac t ion . 

H e n r y H a r r i s h a d r e p u d i a t e d t h e sugges t i on , 
n o t because he d i s p r o v e d of gambl ing , b u t because 
h e had neve r had t w o d o l l a r s he da red r i sk . N o w 
t h e card w a s a g o d s e n d . H e d ia l ed t h e n u m b e r i t 
gave, h i s h e a r t b e a t i n g r ap id ly . 

" H e l l o ? " a gruf f vo ice d e m a n d e d a f t e r a mo-
m e n t . 

" M r . Sure - sho t S a m ? " H e n r y H a r r i s squeaked . 
"Sam speak ing . W h o ' s t h i s . " 
" T h i s is H e n r y H a r r i s , of 713 H e m l o c k S t r ee t , " 

H e n r y H a r r i s sa id b r e a t h l e s s l y . " I . . . er , I 
w a n t e d to find o u t if I cou ld . . . well , m a k e a 
smal l be t on a h o r s e n a m e d S t a r l i g h t in t he fifth 
race at Bowie toda-^- tomorrow, I m e a n ? " 

" H a - h a ! " T h e h e a r t y l a u g h t e r had an a d m i r i n g 
r i n g in it . - " S o i t ' s you , M r . H a r r i s ! I had a 
h u n c h you 'd be ca l l i ng abou t now." 

" Y o u . . . y o u d i d ? " H e n r y H a r r i s s t a m m e r e d in 
amazement . 

" S u r e t h ing . R a c e r e s u l t s j u s t come in, d i d n ' t 
t h e y ? B e t y o u w a s s i t t i n g b y y o u r r ad io w i t h an 
ear g lued r i g h t to i t . H a - h a ! You su re can p ick 
'em, Mr . H a r r i s ! C a l l i n g u p t o ask can y o u p u t 
a bet on S t a r l i g h t ! W h a t a gag ." 

" I . . . u h . . . I — " H e n r y H a r r i s w a s comple te ly 
f lus te red . 

" T h e way y o u ac t ed y e s t e r d a y , " Sure - sho t Sam 
confided, " I t h o u g h t y o u w a s wacky . I a lmos t 
t h r e w you put . M a y b e I should 've . If I had, I 'd 
be fifteen h u n d r e d b u c k s b e t t e r off today . T h a t ' s 
l i fe . Come on d o w n and ge t your d o u g h — f i f t e e n 
h u n d r e d and f o r t y smacke r s , p lus the h u n d r e d you 
bet , and it a in ' t hay . You. k n o w the address . " 

" N o . . . uh , I mean , I ' v e f o r g o t t e n i t , " Mr . H a r -
r is squeaked, t r y i n g t o a d j u s t his w h i r l i n g 
t h o u g h t s . . 7 . 

"E igh ty - f i ve W a t e r S t r e e t , over Mac ' s Poo l -
room. Knock two , t h e n t w o . " 

" T h - t h a n k s , " M r . H a r r i s s t ammered , and h u n g 
up, head w h i r l i n g . 

So he 'd a l r eady m a d e a b e t w i t h Sure - sho t S a m ! 
E i t h e r tha t , o r t h e f e l l o w w a s m a k i n g a mi s t ake 
of some k ind . B e c a u s e c e r t a i n l y t he t h o u g h t of 
b e t t i n g on a h o r s e had n e v e r en te red H e n r y H a r -
r i s ' head un t i l j u s t a m o m e n t be fo re . Yes, i t had 
t o be a mis t ake . B u t t h e r e w a s only one way to 
b e sure . T h a t w a s to go t o t h e number Sure - sho t 
Sam had g iven h im. H e n r y H a r r i s go t his ha t , 
l e f t t h e house , and s o m e w h a t ne rvous ly took a 
t r o l l e y down to W a t e r S t r e e t . 

I t was a g l o o m y sec t ion of t h e ci ty. W i t h m u c h 
t r ep ida t i on he m o u n t e d the. s ta i r s of e ighty-f ive 
and knocked as d i r e c t e d o n t h e s tou t , b lank door. 
A t once a la rge , f r i g h t e n i n g ind iv idua l opened it . 

"Come in ," he g r u n t e d . " L a s t is j u s t running*at 
Bowie . Y o u ' r e t oo l a te t o g e t any d o u g h down, 
t h o u g h . " 

. " I . . . uh , I w a n t e d t o s p e a k to Mr . Sure-shot 
Sam," H e n r y H a r r i s v e n t u r e d , s t e p p i n g in to a 
l a rge , d i n g y room, ac ross one end of w h i c h ran 
a p a r t i t i o n w i t h seve ra l w i c k e t s , across t he o ther 
a b lackboard covered w i t h names and cabal is t ic 
symbols be ing r u b b e d o u t a n d changed b y a per-
s p i r i n g boy. Seve ra l d o z e n men , of v a r y i n g age 
and dress , w e r e s l o u c h e d in w o r n chairs , l i s t en ing 
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to a r ap id voice over a l oudspeake r descr ib ing a 
race somewhere . 

" S u r e - s h o t ? W h a t a b o u t ? " the gor i l l a l ike in-
d iv idua l d e m a n d e d . 

" A b o u t a be t , " M r . H a r r i s gu lped . 
" Y e a h ? W e l l — " 
T h e o t h e r s h r u g g e d , t u r n e d , opened a door to an 

inner office, w h e r e a s t o u t m a n sat w i t h h is f ee t 
on a desk, a t e l e p h o n e rece iver t o h i s ear. 

" G u y says he w a n t s t o speak to you about a 
be t , " H e n r y Harr i s* g u i d e announced , and w i th -
drew. 

Su re - sho t Sam b a r k e d in to t h e phone , t h e n h u n g 
up. H e lowered h i s f e e t and gazed at H e n r y H a r -
r is q u e s t i o n i n g l y . 

" Y e a h ? " he d e m a n d e d . 
" I . . . uh , I ' m H e n r y H a r r i s , " M r . H a r r i s p iped , 

swa l lowing . " I w a s j u s t s p e a k i n g t o you on the 
phone a n d — " 

" W h e n ? " 
" A b o u t ha l f an h o u r ago. A n d — " 
"You ' r e m i s t a k e n , b u d d y ! " , Sure - sho t Sam 

growled . " I neve r s p o k e t o a n y b o d y named H a r r i s 
t o d a y or a n y o t h e r t i m e . W h a t ' s y o u r g a m e ? " 

" B u t I w a s ca l l ing abou t m a k i n g a be t on a 
horse named S t a r l i g h t a n d y o u s a i d — " 

"Sa id w h a t ? " 
"Sa id y o u had some m o n e y w a i t i n g f o r me and 

to—" 
" N o w I k n o w y o u ' r e n u t s ! " Sure - sho t Sam 

snapped . " I n t he first place, S t a r l i g h t don ' t r u n 
t i l l t o m o r r o w . A n d second , I go t no m o r e t ime 
to was te o n you . So ge t g o i n g b e f o r e — " 

"No, w a i t ! " H e n r y H a r r i s squeaked . " I t h o u g h t 
it was a m i s t a k e a l l a long . W h a t I came fo r is 
because I w a n t t o be t on S t a r l i g h t . A h u n d r e d 
dol lars ." 

" T h a t ' s d i f f e r e n t . " Su re - sho t Sam re laxed a t 
t he s igh t of M r . H a r r i s ' wa l le t . " W h a t ' d you say 
your name w a s ? " 

" H e n r y H a r r i s , 713 H e m l o c k S t r e e t , " Mr . H a r r i s 
told him. 

" O . K., M r . H a r r i s . " Sure - sho t Sam m a d e a no te 
and took t h e m o n e y . " T h o u g h , conf ident ia l ly , 
you ' r e t h r o w i n g y o u r m o n e y away. S t a r l i gh t is -
s t r i c t ly f r o m g lue f a c t o r y . M a k e i t two h u n d r e d 
if you l ike . " 

"No," H e n r y H a r r i s sa id qu i ck ly . " A h u n d r e d 
is . . . is t h e figure. I . . . yes , j u s t a h u n d r e d . " 

" W e l l , d r o p in t o m o r r o w , M r . H a r r i s , " Sure-sho t 
told h im gen ia l ly . " I f y o u r dog wins , wh ich it 
won ' t , t h e •dough' l l be he re . T r a c k odds ." 

H e n r y H a r r i s m u m b l e d s o m e t h i n g and made h is 
exi t , h i s t h o u g h t s in c o n f u s i o n . O n t h e way 
homeward he t r i ed to s t r a i g h t e n t h e m out . H e 
had called Su re - sho t Sam f r o m the house . B u t 
ac tua l ly , i n d o o r t ime , he 'd cal led h i m tomor row, 
so tha t p r e s u m a b l y he w o u l d n ' t g e t t h e call ye t 
f o r t w e n t y - f o u r hou r s , o u t d o o r t ime . B u t be-

cause of t h e call , w h i c h Sure - sho t Sam s t i l l h a d n ' t 
rece ived , he, H e n r y H a r r i s , had come d o w n to 
m a k e a be t w h i c h he k n e w was go ing t o w i n h i m 
a lmos t s i x t e e n h u n d r e d do l la r s—a be t he w o u l d 
p robab ly no t have made e x c e p t f o r S u r e - s h o t 
Sam's r e p l y to a cal l he h a d n ' t g o t t e n ye t , a b o u t 
a be t t h a t w a s n ' t m a d e un t i l a f t e r t he cal l h a d b e e n 
comple t ed , b u t w h i c h — 

M r . H a r r i s , t h e i n s t a n t h e go t home, t o o k t h r e e 
a s p i r i n s and s t o p p e d t r y i n g to sor t ou t t h e loose 
ends . Obv ious ly , t he t ime r e l a t i o n s h i p s e x i s t i n g 
w e r e too i n t r i c a t e f o r h i m to f a t h o m . H e w o u l d 
s i m p l y have t o a c c e p t t h e m and make use of t h e m , 
as h e d id t h e p r o p e r t i e s of e l ec t r i c i t y a n d r a d i o 
waves , t w o o t h e r complex s u b j e c t s he h a d n e v e r 
r e m o t e l y u n d e r s t o o d . 

So he s p e n t t h e even ing qu ie t ly , r e a d i n g t o m o r -
row ' s n e w s a n d l i s t en ing to t o m o r r o w ' s r a d i o 
p r o g r a m s , and d id no t go ou t of t h e h o u s e u n t i l 
t he f o l l o w i n g a f t e r n o o n . T h e n , h a v i n g l e a r n e d 
t h e n a m e of a n e w w i n n e r over t he r ad io , h e sal-
l ied f o r t h to col lec t h i s bet . 

W i t h m o r e conf idence t h i s t ime, h e k n o c k e d 
u p o n t h e door a t 85 W a t e r S t r ee t , a n d w a s ad -
m i t t e d b y t h e b u r l y g u a r d i a n , w h o u s h e r e d h i m 
in to S u r e - s h o t Sam ' s office. T h e s t o u t b o o k i e , h i s 
back t o t h e door , w a s j u s t c o m p l e t i n g a p h o n e ca l l 
w h e n M r . H a r r i s en t e r ed . 

" T h a t ' s l i f e , " H e n r y H a r r i s hea rd S u r e - s h o t 
Sam say ing . " C o m e on d o w n and ge t y o u r d o u g h 
— f i f t e e n h u n d r e d and f o r t y smackers , p l u s t h e 
h u n d r e d y o u be t , and it a in ' t hay . Y o u k n o w t h e 
a d d r e s s . " H e paused a m o m e n t , t h e n a d d e d a 
f e w las t w o r d s . " E i g h t - f i v e W a t e r S t r e e t , o v e r 
M a c ' s P o o l r o o m . K n o c k two, t h e n t w o . " 

H e h u n g u p a n d as he s w u n g a r o u n d , H e n r y 
H a r r i s ' sca lp w a s p r i c k l i n g ; C o u l d — w a s — T h e 
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book ie se t t l ed h i s s p e c u l a t i o n s b y g a p i n g a t him 
as if at a ghos t . 

" Y o u ! " he go t ou t . " B u t I j u s t finished t a lk in ' 
t o you on t h e p h o n e ! " 

H e n r y H a r r i s swa l lowed h a r d . 
" I . . . I w a s j u s t p h o n i n g f r o m t h e corner , " 

h e . said f eeb ly . . 
Su re - sho t Sam s t i l l s t a r e d a t h i m w i t h unbe-

lievinjg gaze. 
" T h e n y o u m u s t 'a ' flew in t h e w i n d o w ! " he 

g r u n t e d . " B e c a u s e y o u w a s s t i l l t a l k i n g w h e n I 
h u n g u p ! " 

H e n r y H a r r i s , see ing t h e d a r k s u s p i c i o n on the . 
book ie ' s f e a t u r e s , spoke w i t h u n w o n t e d gl ibness , 
c o n s i d e r i n g h e had p r a c t i c a l l y neve r to ld a lie 
b e f o r e in h is l i fe . 

" I t was r ea l ly a f r i e n d , " h e said w i l d l y . " I was 
. . . was j u s t p l a y i n g a j o k e on y o u . " 

" H u h , " Su re - sho t Sam m u t t e r e d , a n d some of. the 
s u s p i c i o n f a d e d . " A gag , h u h ? F e e l good be-
cause y o u r dog won . W e l l — " 

H e paid H e n r y H a r r i s h i s w i n n i n g s , s eeming ly 
sa t is f ied w i t h t h e exp l ana t i on , and M r . H a r r i s l e f t 
a n o t h e r h u n d r e d - d o l l a r be t , w h i c h Su re - sho t Sam 
t o o k w i t h o u t o v e r m u c h e n t h u s i a s m . I t w a s a long 
sho t , and .had w o n — w a s g o i n g t o win , raither—at 
t w e n t y to one, w h i c h w o u l d p r o b a b l y dec rease the 
book ie ' s e n t h u s i a s m even f u r t h e r . 

T o avoid g e t t i n g in to a n y m o r e compl ica t ions 
s u c h as had j u s t occu r r ed , H e n r y H a r r i s p r u d e n t l y 
a r r a n g e d to have Su re - sho t Sam send a check fo r 
a n y f u t u r e w i n n i n g s d i r e c t t o M r . H a r r i s ' bank, 
w h i l e he w o u l d send in h i s b e t s in t h e f o r m of 
t e l e g r a p h m o n e y o rde r s . M a t t e r s t h u s s implif ied, 
H e n r y H a r r i s s t a r t e d h o m e in a g l o w of exci te-
m e n t so g r e a t t h a t on t h e w a y , s ee ing a snappy 
c o u p e such as he had a l w a y s w i s h e d to own, s tand-
i n g in a dea le r ' s w i n d o w , h e s t r o d e in a n d b o u g h t 
i t on t he spot . 

T h e sa lesman saw to i t t h a t h e go t a d r iver ' s 
l icense , by m e a n s u n k n o w n to H e n r y H a r r i s , and 
M r . H a r r i s d rove h o m e w a r d w i t h u t m o s t caut ion , 
b u t w i t h h is h e a r t swe l l i ng w i t h t r i u m p h . L i f e 
w a s p leasan t . L i f e w a s v e r y p l ea san t i n d e e d ! 

T h e day a f t e r h e , b o u g h t t h e car , howeve r , some-
t h i n g h a p p e n e d t h a t H e n r y H a r r i s d id no t find 
p l ea san t because it mys t i f i ed h im, and , f o r some 
reason , u p s e t h im. 

R e t u r n i n g f r o m a s h o r t d r i v e t o t r y ou t h i s new 
car , in t he course of w h i c h h e s t o p p e d to cha t fo r 
ha l f an h o u r w i t h t h e : on ly f r i e n d he had in the 
n e i g h b o r h o o d , D r . R o b e r t J o r d a n , to w h o m he 
h a d been go ing f o r t r e a t m e n t of h i s co lds and 
s i n u s a t t a c k s f o r so l o n g t h a t t h e y w e r e on the 
bas i s of f r i e n d s n o w r a t h e r t h a n t h a t of phys ic i an 
a n d patienjt, he p u t t h e coupe a w a y in t he de-
t a c h e d ga rage and t r i e d t o e n t e r T o m o r r o w House 
t h r o u g h t he back door . 

B u t t h e k e y s tuck . T h e d o o r w o u l d n o t open. 

H e t r i ed va in ly f o r five m i n u t e s to m a k e t h e lock 
work , t h e n w e n t a r o u n d to t h e f r o n t door . B u t it, 
queer ly , wou ld no t open , e i the r . W i t h m o u n t i n g 
anx ie ty , H e n r y H a r r i s s t r u g g l e d to get in to h is 
home. A f t e r half an h o u r he w a s on the p o i n t of 
smash ing a w i n d o w and c r a w l i n g iii when , unex -
pec ted ly , on one las t t r y , t h e l a t c h t u r n e d smooth ly 
and t he door opened . F e e l i n g odd ly upse t and 
shaken , H e n r y H a r r i s s t a g g e r e d ins ide and pou red 
h imsel f a t i n y t u m b l e r of a p r i c o t b r andy , j u s t as 
t he clock s t r u c k five. 

T h e d r i n k he lped , b u t h e cou ld n o t r id h imself 
of h i s nervous , s h a k e n - u p f e e l i n g . I t s t i l l pe r -
s is ted t h e n e x t m o r n i n g , and in an e f f o r t to calm 
h imse l f , he w e n t ou t a f t e r l u n c h f o r a sho r t d r ive 
in his car . I t w a s in r e t u r n i n g t ha t , t h r e e mi les 
ou t s ide t he c i ty , a t i r e b l ew ou t . 

H e n r y H a r r i s ' car w e n t i n t o the" d i t ch , f o r he 
was no t e x p e r t e n o u g h to c o n t r o l i t , t u r n e d over 
twice , and came to r e s t r i g h t s ide u p ten y a r d s off 
the* road . 

Mr . H a r r i s , f e e l i n g s h a k e n and b ru i sed , c rawled 
ou t . A pass ing m o t o r i s t t ook h i m in to t o w n and 
d r o p p e d h im at D r . R o b e r t J o r d a n ' s . T h e r e he 
phoned to a g a r a g e to go ge t h i s vehicle , t h e n 
J o r d a n ins i s ted on m a k i n g a c a r e f u l examina t ion 
of h im. N o bones w e r e b r o k e n , b u t J o r d a n bound 
h is sc ra tches , gave h i m a m i l d sedat ive , and sen t 
h im home by taxi . 

F e e l i n g odd ly ill and upse t , H e n r y H a r r i s un-
locked t he door and t o t t e r e d i n t o his house . A s 
he did so, t he c lock w a s s t r i k i n g five. 

F r o m t h a t m o m e n t da t ed H e n r y H a r r i s ' g r adu -
a l ly inc reas ing n e r v o u s n e s s and a p p r e h e n s i o n over 
t he f ac t t h a t h i s h o m e was t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s 
ahead of t h e r e s t of t h e wor ld . 

Hav ing , t he first f e w days , g o t t e n over h is in i t ia l ' 
f ea r s , he had been exc i t ed a n d in t e re s t ed by the 
p h e n o m e n o n . H a v i n g d i scove red no d a n g e r s in i t , 
he had accep ted it ca lmly , a lmos t complacen t ly . 
T h e r e w e r e cu r ious c o n t r a d i c t i o n s in it, as he had 
observed. O n e of t h e s e had been his seeming 
ab i l i t y to be in t w o p laces a t t h e same t ime. 

T h i s l a t t e r p o w e r had escaped his no t i ce un t i l 
one S u n d a y — h o u s e t ime , as h e ph ra sed i t—he had 
s t ayed indoors all day , r e a d i n g t h e S u n d a y paper . 
T h e n e x t day, a t r i f le res t ive , he had l e f t t h e house 
ear ly in t he m o r n i n g , s t e p p i n g out , of course , in to 
Sunday , o u t d o o r t ime . S t o p p i n g in to see D r . 
J o r d a n , he r e m a i n e d a w a y u n t i l l a t e in the evening . 
I t was on ly as he m a d e h i s w a y homeward t h a t he 
rea l ized he had s p e n t t w o Sundays , one indoors 
and one ou tdoor s . P r e s u m a b l y it was t h e same 
Sunday . I f so he h a d v io la t ed some r a t h e r f u n d a -
m e n t a l laws, or a p p a r e n t laws, b y be ing in two 
p l aces -a t t h e same t ime . Ye t t h e r e had been no 
ind ica t ion of confl ic t a n y w h e r e in his ex is tence . 

Of course , he had p r a c t i c a l l y sk ipped S a t u r d a y 
a l t oge the r , w h i c h p e r h a p s accoun ted f o r i t . T w o 
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S u n d a y s — n o S a t u r d a y . O n t h e f ace of i t , i t was 
logical . E v e n so, h e w a s d i sposed to brood about 
it u n t i l he reca l led t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Da te Line . 
M a r i n e r s sa i l ing ac ross i t , he knew, e i the r had two 
days t he same, o r s k i p p e d a day . H i s home was 
s o m e t h i n g l ike an i n t e r n a t i o n a l da te l ine in t ime. 

B u t n o w — w h a t had h a p p e n e d had upse t all h is 
p rev ious ideas. L o g i c to ld h i m it could no t be a 
co inc idence t ha t , t he day be fo re , he had been un-
able to e n t e r h i s house u n t i l five s t ruck , and today, 
hav ing s u f f e r e d a n e r v e - r a c k i n g acc iden t , he had 
f o u n d it imposs ib le t o ge t back home un t i l t he 
exac t same m o m e n t , five. 

P o n d e r i n g , H e n r y H a r r i s t h o u g h t he perceived 
t h e s igni f icance . F o r once he had not been able to 
be in two p laces a t t h e same t ime. On prev ious 
occasions, w i t h n o t h i n g b u t h i s f r e e wi l l operat -
ing, i t had been poss ib le f o r h im to choose whe re 
he w o u l d be. T h u s , s ince he could have been in 
e i the r p l a c e — o u t d o o r s o r . i ndoor s—he had been 
able to be in b o t h . B u t t h i s t ime he had had no 
choice. H i s acc iden t , a h a p p e n i n g beyond his 
power to con t ro l , h a d m a d e it imposs ib le f o r h im 
to en te r h i s h o m e b e f o r e t h e h o u r of five. T h e r e -
fo re , y e s t e r d a y , h e h a d been unab le t o ge t in, be-
cause a t t h a t m o m e n t — i n d o o r t ime—he was ju s t 
r e t u r n i n g f r o m t h e doc to r ' s . 

So t ha t , w h e n h i s f r e e wi l l ceased to opera te 
and fa te , o r d e s t i n y , t ook over , t he t ime s t r u c t u r e 
ceased t o be e las t i c a n d — 

H e n r y H a r r i s d id n o t p u r s u e t he t h o u g h t . I t 
was too u p s e t t i n g . E a c h t i m e he r e t u r n e d home 
now, he i n s e r t e d h i s k e y in to t he lock w i th an 
inward t r e m b l i n g les t i t r e f u s e t o t u r n . I t never 
d id . B u t i t m i g h t . A n d if i t d id— 

A l t h o u g h he w a s s t i l l m a k i n g m o n e y by p lac ing 
be t s on c e r t a i n w i n n e r s t h r o u g h Sure - sho t Sam, 
and had o p e n e d an a c c o u n t w i t h a local b roke rage 
office w h i c h d a i l y m a d e subs t an t i a l gains , al l 
H e n r y H a r r i s ' p l e a s u r e in h i s home was gone . A n 
inc reas ing n e r v o u s n e s s w i t h w h i c h he en te red h is 
home a f t e r g o i n g o u t n o w was a f f e c t i n g him. H e 
became p r o g r e s s i v e l y j i t t e r y . H e brooded . Met i -
cu lous ly he t r i e d to l ive a c c o r d i n g to an exact 
schedule , so t h a t t h e r e w a s no poss ib i l i ty of t ime 
conflict in h i s l i f e . R i g o r o u s l y he avoided do ing 
a n y t h i n g , m a k i n g a n y f u r t h e r e x p e r i m e n t s or in-
ves t iga t ions , w h i c h could poss ib ly cause con fus ion 
or set u p an imposs ib le s i t u a t i o n among the 
cu r ious ly ba lanced f o r c e s of h i s env i ronmen t . 

B u t s t i l l he w o r r i e d . H e had read somewhere 
of a man, c o m i n g a c c i d e n t a l l y in to possess ion of 
a t o m o r r o w ' s pape r , r e a d i n g of h is own dea th . H e 
f o u n d himself s c a n n i n g h i s own even ing pape r f o r 
news of h is own demise , w h i c h was r id iculous , 
s ince, if h e had f o u n d it , i t w o u l d have mean t he 
was bo th dead a n d al ive a t t h e same t ime, a f a r 
d i f f e r en t m a t t e r f r o m s i m p l y be ing in two d i f fe r -
en t places. 

0'JRK GLOVER was a private detective, 

^ and a good one. But he had one thing 

that set him apart from the others « o o 

he had Patsy. 

Together, Patsy and Burk Glover v/ero 

drawn into the sensational Laraine Carroy 

case. Laraine was beautiful, wealthy, 

gifted, glamorous—but somebody killed 

her. And Patsy and Burk were probably 

the only sleuths in the business who could 

solve the subtle mystery of 

THE ORCHID CORSAGE, thrilling story 

by Gordon Marling, featured in June 
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H e became so j i t t e r y t ha t , a f t e r a coup le of 
w e e k s , h e w e n t to h i s o ld f r i e n d , J o r d a n , fo r 
adv ice . T h e med ica l m a n , d i a g n o s i n g h i s condi-
t i o n as an a f t e r m a t h of h i s a u t o m o b i l e acc ident , 
s u g g e s t e d - a l ong sea t r i p . A n d i n s t a n t l y H e n r y 
H a r r i s k n e w t h a t t h a t was w h a t h e w a s g o i n g to 
d o — t a k e a t r i p ancl ge t a w a y c o m p l e t e l y f r o m 
T o m o r r o w H o u s e . H e ' d a l w a y s w a n t e d t o go 
a r o u n d t h e w o r l d , if pos s ib l e ; he 'd a l w a y s wan ted 
t o see A u s t r a l i a , w h e r e h i s o n l y l iv ing re la t ive , a 
cous in , r e s ided . 

H e dec ided to go a r o u n d t h e w o r l d , if he could, 
a n d b y a i r so f a r as pos s ib l e—the flight of a N e w 
Y o r k r e p o r t e r a r o u n d t h e g lobe on commerc ia l 
a i r l i n e s a f e w y e a r s b e f o r e h a d s t i r r e d h is im-
a g i n a t i o n immense ly . I n a n y case, h e w o u l d go to 
A u s t r a l i a . T h e Pac i f ic C l i p p e r s m a d e t h a t j u m p 
n o w . M a y b e he 'd s t a y in A u s t r a l i a . H e d idn ' t 
k n o w . B u t t h e r e he w o u l d go . 

P r o m p t l y he se t abou t m a k i n g a r r a n g e m e n t s . I t 
w a s n ' t easy, bu t in t w o w e e k s of i n t ens ive ac t iv i ty 
h e d id i t . A r r a n g e d f o r a p a s s p o r t , f o r a C l ippe r 
passage , a n d f o r c lo th ing a n d l u g g a g e . Closed 
d o w n h is b r o k e r a g e accoun t , c o n v e r t e d several 
t h o u s a n d do l l a r s i n to t r a v e l e r s ' checks , a n d pre-
p a r e d t o close h i s house a n d s t o r e t h e car tha t , 
s i nce h i s acc iden t , he no l o n g e r used . 

I t was w i t h a sense of re l ief t h a t t h e l a s t de ta i l 
w a s t e n d e d to. H e had q u a d r u p l e d U n c l e Ebene-
z e r ' s l egacy , t h a n k s to t h e poss ib i l i t i e s of T o m o r -
r o w H o u s e , and he f e l t n o r e g r e t a t n o t hav ing 
d o n e b e t t e r . F a t e had g i v e n h i m an o p p o r t u n i t y . 
H e could le t i t go now, w i t h o u t b e i n g . g reedy . 
U n p l e a s a n t t h i n g s , i t w a s h i s be l i e f , t e n d e d to 
h a p p e n to peop le w h o r e a c h e d too f a r . 

T h e las t a f t e r n o o n b e f o r e he w a s t o leave he 
s p e n t w i t h h is f r i e n d , D r . J o r d a n . T h e n e x t day, 
a t s ix , t h e C l i p p e r w a s d u e t o leave. W i t h i n his 
c lose t w e r e h is bags, packed . A n e w s u i t h u n g 
w a i t i n g f o r h im, h i s t r a v e l e r s ' checks , t i cke t , pass-
p o r t , a n d n e c e s s a r y p a p e r s in i t s p o c k e t . H e had 
o n l y to lock t he d o o r - f o r t h e l a s t t i m e a n d leave. 
T h e sense of re l ie f was t r e m e n d o u s . 

W i t h J o r d a n he e n j o y e d a cock ta i l , t h e n s tayed 
t o d i n n e r a t t h e med ica l m a n ' s u r g i n g . I t was 
a f t e r d a r k w h e n h e l e f t . T h e y s tood f o r a mo-
m e n t on t h e t e r r ace , l o o k i n g d o w n a t t h e n i g h t -
s h r o u d e d bay, d o t t e d w i t h y e l l o w g l i n t s , f r o m 
w h i c h n e x t day t h e ' C l i p p e r w o u l d t a k e off . 

" W e l l , H e n r y , " J o r d a n t o l d h im, s l a p p i n g h im 
on t h e back, " t h i s t i m e t o m o r r o w y o u ' l l be two 
h u n d r e d mi les o r m o r e o u t ove r t h e sea ." 

" F a r t h e r t h a n t h a t , " H e n r y H a r r i s sa id happ i ly . 
" I ' l l send y o u a pos t ca rd f r o m H o n o l u l u . " 

. J o r d a n g r i n n e d , and H e n r y H a r r i s s t a r t e d his 
s t r o l l h o m e w a r d . I t . w a s a m i l d even ing , the 
m o o n r i s ing , a quee r s h a d e of o r a n g e red . Mr . 
H a r r i s b r e a t h e d d e e p l y — t h e n h i s b r e a t h c a u g h t in 
h i s t h r o a t . W h a t had J o r d a n s a id? 

This time tomorrow you'll be two hundred miles 
at sea— 

B u t in t h a t case, i t w o u l d n ' t be poss ib le f o r h im 
to be w i t h i n h i s h o m e t o m o r r o w — a n d ins ide i t was 
a l r eady t o m o r r o w -

H e n r y H a r r i s , p a n i c s t i r r i n g a t h im, began to 
h u r r y . P r e s e n t l y he w a s a lmos t r u n n i n g . H i s 
b rea th was s h a r p in h i s ches t w h e n at las t he s tood 
b e f o r e h is own door , h i s key he ld in s h a k i n g fin-
gers . F e a r f u l l y he i n s e r t e d it , t u r n e d — 

T h e lock w o u l d n o t g ive . T h e key w o u l d no t 
t u r n . 

A f t e r t en m i n u t e s of p a n i c k y e f f o r t t o m a k e 
e i the r the f r o n t o r back door open, H e n r y H a r r i s 
w i t h d r e w to t he w a l k a n d f o r c e d h imse l f to calm-' 
ness. I f he could n o t ge t i n to t h e house , t h a t 
m e a n t he w a s no t to be in it t o m o r r o w , of course . 
T h a t , in t u r n , s i m p l y i nd i ca t ed t h a t t o m o r r o w he 
would be, a s p l anned , aboard t h e Pac i f ic Cl ipper . 
T h e r e was no reason t o be upse t . T h e v e r y f ac t 
h e could no t ge t i n to t h e house w a s proof t h a t 
h i s p lans w e r e g o i n g t o be ca r r i ed ou t . 

B u t — 
H e n r y H a r r i s c a u g h t h i s b r e a t h aga in . 
H i s t i c k e t , ' h i s pa s spo r t , al l h i s v i ta l papers , 

were ins ide t he house . W i t h o u t them, he could 
no t board t h e C l i p p e r t o m o r r o w . Unless he got 
them, he wouldn't be f a r on h i s w a y t o w a r d H o n o -
lu lu th i s t ime t o m o r r o w ! I n o rde r to c a r r y ou t 
h i s p lans , he had to ge t i n s ide— 

B u t if he go t ins ide , if he w a s able t o en t e r to-
m o r r o w w i t h i n t h e house , t h a t w o u l d be a s ign t h a t 
he wasn ' t g o i n g t o be aboard t h e Pac i f ic C l ippe r 
wh e n it t ook off . 

So he cou ldn ' t leave w i t h t h e C l ippe r un le s s he 
got in, and if he go t in, as f a r as he could see, t h a t 
wou ld me a n he w a s n o t to be o n board in a n y case. 

T h e n , if he w a s n o t be aboard t h e Cl ipper , 
and no t ins ide h i s ' home , e i the r , where was he 
going to be this time tomorrow? 

T h e ques t i on echoed back and f o r t h w i t h i n 
H e n r y H a r r i s ' b ra in , p o u n d i n g l ike a hammer , 
W h e r e was he g o i n g . t o be t o m o r r o w ? W h e r e ? 

H e t r i e d t h e d o o r s aga in , and w h e n t h e y wou ld 
n o t budge , u n r e a s o n i n g de spe ra t i on made h im 
sna t ch u p a rock f r o m t h e g a r d e n and h u r l i t 
t h r o u g h t h e b e d r o o m w i n d p w . Glass sha t t e r ed 
w i t h a loud t i n k l i n g . T h e rock c rashed on in to 
the room. A n d t h e r e w a s a ho le in t h e w i n d o w 
big e n o u g h to a d m i t h i m . 

H e n r y H a r r i s a lmos t sobbed in re l i e f . Disda in -
ing t h e f r a g m e n t s of b r o k e n pane , he go t one foo t 
on t he s i l l and a lmos t dove in t h r o u g h t he hole 
in t he g lass . 

A s he w e n t t h r o u g h , t h e old f a m i l i a r d izz iness 
seized h im. H i s f o o t s l ipped , and he fe l l heavi ly . 
F o r a m o m e n t h e l ay p rone , d izzy , t he floor seem-
ing t o rock b e n e a t h h im. T h e n h i s senses c leared 
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and he s c r ambled up . T h e floor was qu ive r ing , 
m a r k e d l y . H e h a d f e l t t he mot ion once be fo re , 
years ago, and h e k n e w w h a t it mean t . E a r t h -
q u a k e ! 

H e m u s t ge t o u t s i d e aga in . B u t f irst he s tag-
gered ac ross to h i s c loset , sna tched t he envelope 
of p r ec ious p a p e r s f r o m his su i t pocke t . T h e n , 
c l u t c h i n g t hem, h e m a d e f o r t he f r o n t door . B u t 
even b e f o r e h e r e a c h e d t h e hall , w e a k n e s s g r i p p e d 
him, and h e f e l t w a r m w e t n e s s r u n n i n g down h is 
leg. 

H e go t t o t he t e l ephone , s t a r i n g in t e r r o r down 
a t h imse l f . H i s t r o u s e r l eg was r i pped f r o m knee 
to cuff . A n d f r o m a deep gash benea th t h e knee, 
made w h e n he h a d s l ipped on the w i n d o w sill , 
a r t e r i a l b lood w a s p u m p i n g in b r i g h t c r imson 
spur t s . 

F o r a m o m e n t h e cou ld on ly s t a re a t t h o s e small , 
j e t t i n g g o u t s of c r imson . T h e house s t i l l qu ivered 
to t he t emblor . H e w a s aware of tha t . A n d a 
f a i n t t i n t i n n a b u l a t i o n of mus i c told h im he m u s t 
have l e f t t h e r ad io on w h e n he had gone out . T h e n 
the power t o m o v e r e t u r n e d to h im. H e pawed 
on t he l i gh t , g r o p e d f o r t he t e lephone , f r a n t i c a l l y 
dialed J o r d a n . H i s f r i e n d ' s voice answered in 
brief seconds , a n d H e n r y H a r r i s gasped o u t h i s 
message. 

" D o c t o r ! " he p a n t e d . "Come ove r—r igh t away. 
B r i n g — a m b u l a n c e . I ' ve c u t myse l f . A r t e r y ! N o w 
—got to g e t o u t s i d e . E a r t h q u a k e — " 

K n o w i n g he cou ld d e p e n d on J o r d a n , he d r o p p e d 
the phone, t u r n e d t o w a r d t h e door . B u t he could 
not walk . H e fe l l t o h is knees , c rawled t oward it, 
g rasped a t t h e knob , and h i s fingers s l ipped weak ly 
off. H e f e l l f a c e d o w n w a r d on t he hal l floor, could 
no t r i se f r o m t h e r e . 

B e n e a t h h i m h e s t i l l f e l t t h a t u n n e r v i n g t r emble 
as t he h o u s e s h o o k in t h e g r i p of t i t an i c fo rces . 
H i s senses w e r e a c u t e l y c lear . H e could hea r t h e 
radio, hear vo ices of passers -by in t h e s t r ee t a f e w 
yards away . 

" A n d n o w , " a vo ice w a s s a y i n g over t h e radio , 
THE 

"we b r i n g y o u t h e w e a t h e r r e p o r t . T h e w e a t h e r 
f o r T h u r s d a y — " 

Dizz ines s a n d n a u s e a shook H e n r y H a r r i s then', 
ho r r i b ly . W h e n h i s senses c leared , t h e t r e m b l i n g 
of t h e h o u s e h a d ceased , b u t t h e r ad io w a s s t i l l 
speak ing . 

" — e a t h e r f o r W e d n e s d a y , December 16 th—" 
said t h e voice m o n o t o n o u s l y , a n d H e n r y H a r r i s , 
h i s p r e t e r n a t u r a l l y s h a r p e n e d senses n o t i n g t h e 
change , u n d e r s t o o d i n s t a n t l y . I n t h a t m o m e n t T o -
m o r r o w H o u s e had r e t u r n e d to t oday . 

So t h e p r o b l e m w a s n ' t a n y p rob l em a t al l . I t 
wasn ' t t o m o r r o w a n y m o r e . I t w a s t o d a y . A n d 
he wasn ' t g o i n g to be e i t h e r in t h e house , o r a b o a r d 
t he C l ippe r t o m o r r o w . B e c a u s e J o r d a n w o u l d be 
t h e r e a n y i n s t a n t , w i t h an ambu lance . J o r d a n 
wou ld ge t t o h i m in t ime . T o m o r r o w he 'd be i n 
a hosp i ta l , of cour se . T h a t w a s t h e a n s w e r . T h a t 
was t h e s o l u t i o n t o t h e p a r a d o x . 

W e a k l y , H e n r y H a r r i s a lmos t sobbed in r e l i e f . 
A n d t h e n h i s h e a r t seemed to s top bea t i ng . F o r 

he r emembered . 
I t had s t i l l b e e n t o m o r r o w w h e n he m a d e t h e 

phone call . So i t cou ld n o t be u n t i l t o m o r r o w t h a t 
J o r d o n rece ived it . T w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s f r o m now, 
H e n r y H a r r i s ' f r a n t i c p l ea f o r he lp w o u l d r each 
h im. 

F l e e t i n g l y , H e n r y H a r r i s had t ime to w o n d e r 
w h a t J o r d a n w o u l d t h i n k of t h a t s t r a n g e p h o n e 
call f r o m n o w h e r e . B e c a u s e now, w i t h h i s las t 
s t r e n g t h ebb ing f r o m h im, h e saw t h e o t h e r an -
swer . I n a d v e r t e n t l y h e had done w h a t h e h a d 
been so d e t e r m i n e d t o avo id d o i n g — h e h a d c re-
a ted an imposs ib l e s i t u a t i o n . H e had u p s e t t h e 
ba lance of f o r c e s . F o r j u s t a f e w seconds he h a d 
d o n e s o m e t h i n g t h a t c o u l d n ' t be done . A n d t h e r e 
was on ly one a n s w e r t h a t w o u l d keep m a t t e r s in 
hand . T o m o r r o w h e w o u l d n ' t be aboard t h e C l ip -
per , and he w o u l d n ' t be in h i s home, a n d h e 
w o u l d n ' t be in t h e h o s p i t a l . H e w o u l d n ' t b e a n y -
whe re . 

T o m o r r o w — 
END. 
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' B y A n t h o n y B o u c h e r 

® As is known, a ghost haunts the scene of its murder. Anil murder 
would be a shock to anyone, enough so the ghost might he 
c bit confused and haunt a bit before the murder took place— 

illustrated by Kolliker 

I gave my ref lect ion hell . I was s leepy of course. 
A n d I st i l l d i d n ' t . k n o w w h a t noise had waked m e ; 
bu t I told it w h a t I t h o u g h t of mys te r ious figures 
t ha t lurked across the room f r o m you and even-
tua l ly t u rned ou t to be your own image. I did a 
good job, t o o ; I t ouched d e p t h s of m y vocabulary 
wh ich even t h e compl ica t ions of the Vot ruba case 
hadn ' t sounded . 

T h e n I was wide awake and gasping'. T h r o u g h -
out all m y invect ive, t he ref lect ion had not once 
moved i ts l ips. I g roped behind me fo r the pa-
t i en t ' s chair and sat d o w n fas t . T h e reflection re-
mained s t and ing . 

N o w it was I . T h e r e was no doubt of tha t . 
E v e r y f e a t u r e was exac t ly s imilar , even down to 
the scar over m y r i g h t eyebrow f r o m the t ime a 
bunch of us pa in ted Ba l t imore a mi te too thor-
oughly . B u t t h i s should -have t ipped me off f r o m 
the s t a r t : t he scat1 was on the r igh t , not on the 
l e f t where I 've a lways seen i t in a mi r ror ' s reversal. 

" W h o are y o u ? " I asked. I t was not precisely 
a br i l l ian t conversa t iona l opening , but it was the 
one t h ing I had to k n o w or s t a r t baying t he moon. 

" W h o are y o u ? " it asked r i g h t back. 
Maybe you 've come across those cockeyed mir-

r o r s which , by some t r i ck a r r angemen t of lenses, 
show you no t t he reversed mir ror - image but your 
ac tua l appearance , as t h o u g h you were outside and 
looking at y o u r s e l f ? W e l l , t h i s was l ike that—ex-
act ly , -deta i ledly me, b u t f a c ing me r igh twayround 
and unreversed . A n d i t s tood w h e n I sat down. 

"Look ," I p ro t e s t ed . " I s n ' t i t enough to be a 
madhouse m i r r o r ? D o you have to be an echo, 
t oo?" 

" T e l l me w h o you a re , " i t ins is ted quiet ly . " I 
t h ink I m u s t be c o n f u s e d . " 

I hadn ' t qu i t e p lumbed m y vocabulary b e f o r e ; I 
f o u n d a couple of f r e s h w o r d s now. "You th ink 
you ' r e c o n f u s e d ? A n d w h a t in t h e name of order 
and reason do you t h i n k I a m ? " 

" T h a t ' s w h a t I asked you , " i t repl ied. " W h a t 
a re you? Because t h e r e m u s t be a mis take some-
where . " 

"Al l r igh t , " I agreed. " I f you wan t to play 
games. I ' l l tel l you w h a t I am, if you' l l do the 
same. You chase me and I ' l l chase you. I 'm J o h n 
Adams. I 'm a doctor . I go t a Rockefe l le r g ran t 
to establish a cl inic t o s t u d y occupat ional disease 
among Pennsy lvan ia cement worke r s—" 

"—I 'm work ing on a var ia t ion of the Zuppe r -
heim theory w i t h "excellent resul ts , I smoke Cam-
els, and I 'm a reg i s te red Democra t bu t not qu i te 
a New Dealer ," i t concluded, w i t h the gloomiest 
f r o w n I 've ever hea rd of ou t s ide a Russ ian novel. 

M y own forehead was not parchment-smooth. 
"Tha t ' s all t rue enough . B u t how do you know 
i t? And now tha t I ' ve to ld you I 'm J o h n Adams, 
wi l l you k ind ly kick t h r o u g h w i t h your half of 
the ba rga in?" 

" T h a t ' s j u s t the t roub le , " i t murmured reluc-
tant ly . " T h e r e m u s t be a t e r r ib le mis take some-
where . I 've heard of such th ings , of course, bu t 
I cer ta in ly never expec ted it to happen to me." 

I don ' t have all the pa t ience tha t a medical man 
real ly needs. T h i s t ime whefi I said " W H O A R E 
Y O U ? " it was a wi ld and r ing ing shout . 

"Wel l , you see—" i t said. 
" I hard ly k n o w h o w t o p u t th i s—" it began 

again. 
" T o be b lun t about i t ," it finally b lur ted out, 

" I ' m the ghost of J o h n Adams ." 
I was glad I was s i t t i ng down. And I under-

stood now w h y old H a s e n f u s s always recom-
mended arms on t he pa t i en t ' s chair to. give h im 
something to g rab w h e n you deliver the verdict . I 
grabbed now, and grabbed p len ty hard. 

"You ' re the—" 
" I ' m the ghos t—" -
"—the ghost o f — " 
" — o f - J o h n Adams . " 
" B u t " — I held on to t he chai r even t i gh t e r—"I 

am J o h n Adams." 
" I know," my ghos t said. " T h a t ' s what ' s so an-

noying ." 
I said noth ing . T h a t was f a r too impressive an 

unders ta tement t o bear comment . I groped in the 
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