Biography of Sherman “Jock” MacGregor

There’s conflicting information about how Sherman “Jock” MacGregor began in radio.  He either started off as a singer sometime around 1926 or as an announcer and actor shortly after World War I. What is not in dispute is that he was a man of many talents.  How ever Jock got his start, he became known and respected in radio for directing, and producing, a variety of well-known, now classic, radio series, such as The Mysterious Traveler, Nick Carter and The Sealed Book.

His credits do not stop there. Jock directed The Cisco Kid, The Strange Dr. Weird, Adventures of Raffles, Crime club and some lesser-known shows such as The Brownstone Theatre and Did Justice Triumph?
He also hosted and directed a show called For Your Approval and later acted in several of the X-Minus One episodes. At one time, according to a blurb in Tune In magazine (May 1945), he had no less than nine shows airing in one week on Mutual.

Jock’s credits hint that he had a penchant for detective and adventure shows. In the June 1946 issue of Radio Mirror, he is said to have done exhaustive research for Nick Carter to ensure that all of his radio bad-guys were up to date on their crime tool kits.  Through his research Jock discovered that the crooks were using technology developed during the war, such as the snooperscope (an early night vision device), lapel microphones with pocket transmitters (for blackmail) and electronic stethoscopes to help crack safes. The modern listener will probably note that the crooks Nick Carter foiled used these devices.

When radio shows waned after the introduction of television, Jock tried life as a ‘civilian’, going into partnership in a gas station.  The yen for the entertainment world, however, was too strong, and he soon found himself back into the thick of things, appearing in familiar television shows such as NBC Playhouse Theatre, The Honeymooners and Jack Benny.  He also acted in several films and modeled for advertisements  in Life magazine and The New Yorker. 
Even retirement didn’t dim his love of the entertainment business. Though he moved to St. Petersburg, Florida in his declining years, he continued using his considerable skills to act in and / or produce shows at the local playhouses.  Newspaper notices trumpet his involvement throughout the 1960s and 1970’s.

When the 88-year-old Jock died in 1984 he left behind a wife, one daughter, 4 grandchildren, several great grandchildren, and hundreds, if not thousands, of wonderful radio dramas.
