JUVENILE CRIMES

MAMASS radic or televizion seot is
not the electronic ogre that's going
to turn her little offspring inte a
mobster, murderer or thicf,

This Is the general econclusion
that can be drawn from a report
an juvenile delinquency now e
leased by the Senate Crime In-
vestipating Committes.

The Senate group solicited let.
ters from lemders in the field re-
printing the comments in & 2564-
page booklet. It will be distributed
te =evernl thousand juvenile ma-
thorities, court officinls and people
in publie office.

Devoted mainly to the influence
of "erime comic hooks™ on delin-
quency, the report also touches
upon radio and TV as they relate
to lawlessnoss among youth,
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Radio-TV Gets Acquittal

Mnjority of those who referrod
to the brosdeasting media did not
believe they contributed directly
to delinquency. The snme held truc
in the exhaustive opinion rendered
on comic books.

Hoover Appearance

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoowver,
an authority on wouth erime, A
peared ax radio-TV'= champion.
He said it was o Inck of maoral
responsibility and net the influence
of comics, radio or TV that iz the
bagis of waywardeess in  youth.
Child guidance, he said, is the fac-

tor which ecan dissipate crime
tendencies, With such direction,
Mr. Heover pointed out, the child

can set up standards and sift the
good from the bad in comics and
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other media such as motion pie-
tures, radio, or TV.

Mr. Hoover noted thot sentiment
hns heon voiced against erime pro-
grams on the air bécausze of the
power of suggestion they may hold
for the immature miml. But, he
sald, this type of irrespensible
presentation is offsct by those pro.
pramz (or comic bookz) which
cafform  to “earefully preseribed
standards of good taste and aa-
thenticity."

Cited az an cxample of a radic
program which throws the “proper
light'" of orime because of its

portruynl was This s Yeur FEI,
which is sponzored by Equitable
Life Assurance Society of the T, &
in cooperation with the FEI on
ABC, Thursday 8:20 p.m. The pro-

AT WEALU SPOMSORED

WISCOMSIM PLOWIMG COMTEST

LA CLAIRE, WISCOMSIN
N B C- ARROWHEAD METWORKS

and
SOIL COMSERVATIOM FIELD DAY

MULMER & AOHMNION 1N MiNNEARSLIS

Attendorce ai rhis arrual deem gwent demonstrotes powerfullly
the influence of station YWEAL on @ large portion of Wisconsin's
ferm gudience. Coveroge of the event by daily nemipopers of
the regian ond selection by Biloord Mogazing of the prornatisn
o3 peotnd plaze wirmer in the Billboand 154% owards testify te
the station’s thorough and gkillhul handling of progroens ond
[proenations,
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gram has been proeduced with F

nid sinee 1946, Mr. Hoover said
“We feel that the fight

sticking our heads in the sand. W

crime cannet be won by literal |
«feel that programs whish po .1

erima in its proper light and v
through educational means, av .i
Americans to action have B prope
place on the radio or telew

Mr. Hoover told the cumnlll‘.ht

A North Carolina county pubhi

welfare unit observed that oft
crime comie books and erime p .‘
on the radio give a positive rath
than s negative value,

Reply from a Wisconsin Juﬂ:q‘i
probation offieer bBrought oot th

public servies Teature of radio. Hy

sabd he has delivered talks o
youth problems vin the airlanes,

Another probation officer de
clared that in her experience i
Denver, moving pictures on erim
were most ineidental in the
crease of delinquency  and
netivitics.

A Minnesota probation avthority]
listed factors in the “‘productics

of delingqoency”™ in the fallowin
arder: Pool hall, undesirable mev.
iex, lurid magazines, dram
newspaper stories and comic books
Significantly, this listing p
an gntertiinment mediom, which
in eompetition with seme segmen
af broadeasting, and Lwo con

ing advertising media op front
contribating to delinquency whil
radie and television were not mes
tiored.

‘Worst” Inflaenec

A New York anthority opined
that some delinquents draw from
the “worst”™ of comic books, movi
and the radie but that it was dif
cult I:u-_p-'irl.p-oint relntionships b
tween wayward youngsters and en
tertainment media.

From Kentucky, the director 4 af
the Welfare Dept.’'s division e
corrections noted: “Javenile
linquency is based on many facto
in the community which h
greater influence than anything
persens rend in comic books, head
on the radio, or see in the movies,

Some respondents saw in |
erime drama a threat to the
stable child. A California offic
snid some evidence existed to shao
the greater a child's “own emotion
al instability, the greater hif
undesirable reaction to suach typ
of reading and radio programs?
An Ohio authority added comié
hooks “are no more harmful” than
radio, movie and televizion g‘ll:l.‘-
ster and erime programs.”

A number of the Nsp-nl:lwﬂ
pointed to the good h!um oi
such radie-TV and comic book
famed heros as Hopalong Exid]
who ome social worker noted ©
fust ms great m hero in the lllll
as he iz among the children wh
families ean buy them Hopalo
okfits.""

Refuting the theory that o
hooks or other entertainment m
generally are to blame as su
gestive fdrees in  anti-sscial
havior, a parole board head ree:
thntmmhhun“.hthiﬂ- ek

{Continned on page 40)
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Juvenile Crimes
(Continued from poge 3]

ets printed in the "30s by a leading
national magazine was proved to
he responsible for & wave of aato
thieving. He added: “I suspect the
newspaper handling of much erime
news offers more suggestions to
adolescents than do the comies."

Constructive suggestion that
newapapers, radio and TV “recog-
nize they have a cultural obligation
to perform™ was forwarded by a
New Jersey officer,

Two extremes were also repre-
sented—one by a comic book pub-
lisher and the other by Arthur J.
Freund, chairman, Criminal Law
Bection, American Bar Asan, St
Louis. Mr. Freund charged radio,
TV and the movies as well as
comic books to be the “most power-
ful educational influences upon the
mental growth of the child, the

adolescent and the impressionable.”
And according to Mr. Freund, these
entertainment medin when eom-
bired give a repltitious diet of
harmful affect for the young child,

Mr. Fround, sppearing on the
opposite end of the delinguency
baremcter than that occcupied by
Mr. Hoover, pointed up Thiz Is
Your FBI as well as Mr. District
Attorrey and Gargbusters ns no-
torious examples of “crime by ra-
dio.” He included in. his brief,
articles by such critics as Jack
Gould, radio editor of the New
Yaork Tines, who took broadeasters
to task last July on the subject of
summer  programs dealing  with
erime on both radio and television,

The other viewpolnt was ox-
pressed by the comic book pub-
lisher. He quoted an outstanding
socinl officer from Chicagoe as say-
img: “It is my conviction that the
recent furer over radio serials, wild

movies and comic books is sheor
monsense.'

The Senate erime probe group
originally had planned to hold

tion to comie book influences.
an alternative, however, the com-
mittes decided to oo opintons
from qualified experts in the field.
A committes staflf spokesman,
after having digested the material
contained within the pamphlet,
said: “It looks like there isn't &
great deal of influenes from radio
and television on juvenile delin-
quency.” Some 85 respondents’
comments were rag::i.nrmﬁ as m“th-t
ntative of the opinions ga
ered by the committoe's staff.

KEVOS Bellingham, Wash., daily half-
hour show [Hener Bell Time was
theme of special resolution sdopted by
Whatcom ©County Farm Bureaa at
annusl convention. Resolution praises
program for services to farmers.



